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Life of the Rev. William Tennent. 


MONG the duties which 
every generation owes to 
those which are to succeed it, : 
we may reckon the careful delin- | 
eation of the characters of those | 
whose example deserves, and | 
may invite imitation. Example | 
speaks louder than precept, and | 
living practical religion has a 
much greater effect on mankind | 
than argument or eloquence. 
Hence the lives of pious men 
become the most important sour- 
ces of instruction and warning to 
posterity ; while their exempla- 
ry conduct affords the best com- 
mentary on the religion they 
professed. But when such men 
have been remarkably favored 
of God, with unusual degrees of 
light and knowledge, and have 





been honored by the special and 
extraordinary influences of his | 
Holy Spirit, and by the most: 


to hand down to posterity the 
principal events of their lives, tos 
gether with such useful inferen. 
ces as they naturally suggest. A 
peglect of this duty, even by 
persons who may be conscious of 
the want of abilities necessary 
for the complete biographer. is 
greatly culpable ; for if the strict- 
est attention be paid tothe truth 
of the facts related, and all exag- 
geration or partial representation 
be carefully avoided, the want of 
other furniture can be no excuse 
for burying in oblivion that con 
duct which, if kaown, might ed- 
ify and benefit the world. 

The writer of these memoirs 
has difficulties of a peculiar kind 
to encounter, in attempting to 
sketch the life of that modest, 
humble, and worthy man, whose 
aclions, exercises, and sentiments 
he wishes to record. Worldly 
men, who are emulous to trans- 
mit their names Lo following ages, 


manifest and wouderful interpo- ' take care to leave such materi- 


sitions of divine Providence in 


als for the future historian, as 


their behalf, it becomes a duty | may secure the celebrity which 
of more than common obligation, { they seek. Lut the humble fol- 
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lower of the meek and lowly Je- 
sus. whose sole aim is the glory 
of God, in the welfare of immor- 
tal souls,goes on from day to day, 
as seeing Hiin who is invisible, 
carstul to approve himself only 
to the Searcher of hearts, regard- 
less of workily fame or distine- 
tion, and leaving it to his heaven- 
ly Father to reward him openly, 
in the day of final account. The 
writer of such a man’s life, must 
principally rely on a personal «c- 
quaintance with him, and the 
communications of his intimate 
friends, forthe inform. tion w hich 
shall be imparted to the public. 
In these circumstances it is pe- 
culiarly embarrassing if soine of 
the facts to be recorded are of 
such a nature, that it is most de- 
sirable to have their authenticity 
s0 fully established. that incredu- 
lity shall be confounded. and the 
sacer of the sceptical and profane 
lose its effect. But the writer of 
the following narrative, though 
placed in these circumstances 
and having such facts to detail, 
has nevertheless determined to 
proceed. He has refreshed and 
corrected his own recollection, 
by the most careful inquiries 
that he could possibly make of 
others, until he is well assured, 
that what he shall state is incon- 
testible truth. From the very 
nature of several things of which 
an account willbe given, they do 
not indeed admit of any other 
direct testimony thaa that of the 
remarkable man to whom they 
relate. But if there ever was a 
person who deserved to be believ- 
edunreservedly on his own word, 
it was he. He possessed an in- 
tegrity of soul and a soundness 
of judgment, which did actually 
secure him an untimited confi- 
dence from all who knew him. 
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Every species of deception, false- 
hood, and exaggeration he ab- 
horred and scorned. He was an 
Israelite indeed in whom there 
was no.guile. With such mate- 
rials, then as have been mention- 
ed, and for a work of such char- 
acter as has heen hinted, the 
uriter has undertaken his task. 
He has undertaken what he 
| would most gladly have resigned 
| to an ubler hand; but from which 
| as no other offcred, he dared not 
He could 





| withhold his own. 
| wish that speculative and even 
unbelieving minds might be in- 
structed and conviuiced by these 
‘memoirs. But his princip:! ob- 
| ject, and that in which he trusts 
he shall not be entirely disap- 
pointed, is to direct, assist. and 
comfort pious souls, groaning un- 
der the pressure of the calami- 
ties which they often have to 
endure in their pilgrim ge 
through the wilderness of this 
world. 

The late Rev. Wititam Ten- 
NENT, of Freehold, in the county 
of Monmouth, in the state of 
New-Jersey, of whom we write, 
was the second son of the Rev. 
William Tenvent. minister o/ the 
gospel at Neshaminy. in Bucks 
| county, in the state of Pennsyl- 

vania. This last gentleman was 
originally a minister of the 
church of England, in the then 
kingdom of Ireland, where he 
was born and received his 
education. He was chaplain to 
an Trish nobleman, but being con- 
scientiously scrupulous of con- 
forming to the terms imposed on 
the clergy of that kingdom, he 
was deprived of his living. He 
now became acquainted with the 
famous Gilbert Kennedy, of 











«a presbyterian minister, who had 
also becn persecuted for his reli- 
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gious principles, and soon after 
marvied his daughter. 
it difficult to continue at home 
with any satisfactory degree of 
usefniness, and his family iucrea- 
sing, after a few years he deter- 
miued to emigrate to America, 
where he was encouraged to 
hope for a greater liberty of con- 
science, as well as the prospect 
of being employed in extending 
ithe Redeemer’s kingdom in that 
new world. He arrived at Phi- 
ladelphia in the summer of 1718, 
with his wife, four sons, and one 
daughter. His sous were, Gil- 
bert. who was afterwards the 
p:stor of the second presbyterian 
church in Philadelphia; William, 
the subject of these memoirs ; 
John, who became pastor of the 
church at Freehold, and died at 
the age of twenty-five years; 
and Charles, afterwards minister 
of the presbyterian church at 
Whiteclay creek, whence he re- 
moved to Buckingham, iu Mary- 
dand. 

William Tennent, the father. 
on his first coming to America, 
settled at East Chester. in the 
then province of New-York, and 
afterwards removed to Bedford. 
In a short time he was Called to 
Bucks county, in Pennsylvania, 
and preached at Bensalem and 
Smithfield ; but soon after set- 
tled permanently at Neshaminy, 
in the same county. Being skill- 
ed in the Latin language, so as 
to speak and write it :lmost as 
wel! as his mother tongue, a 
good proficient also in the other 
learned langu.ges, and well read 
in divinity, he determined to set 
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country ; education being then 
at a very low ebb. There ap- 
peared, in his apprehension, 2 
very large field for the propaga- 
tion of the gospel, could a suffi- 
cient number of faithful laborers 
be found for so great a harvest. 
A learned ministry, he well 
knew, was necessary to the sure 
foundation of the church of 
Christ. especially in a new coun- 
try, sv peculiarly exposed to ev- 
ery invader, and where the ene- 
iny might so successfully sow 
tares among the wheat. In pur- 
suince of this design, he est :b- 
lished an academy. and built a 
house, since kuown by the name 
of the log-coillege. 

Soon after his arrival in Bucks 
county, on full co.sideration, lie 
left the church of England, and, 
to enlarge his sphere of useful- 
ness. determined to join the pres- 
byterian church. Accordingly 
he applied to the synod of Phil- 
adelphia for admission into their 
communion ; aud on due ex>m- 
ination, and complying with 
their stated rules he was ver 
cordially received. At the first 
mee ting of the synod aflerwards, 
he addressed that venerable bo- 
dy, in an elegant Latin oration, 
which added greatly to his cele- 
brity, and increased the hopes of 
his friends as to the success of 
the inst‘tulion he b«d founded. 
To «rect and support such an 
importa t seminzry of learning, 
out of his own private purse at 
that early period, in a new coun- 
try just rising from a savage wil- 
derness, and to devote himself to 
so severe a service, in addition to 


up a school for the iastruction of | his pastoral chirge, was a boon 
'to his generation, that at this 


youth, particularly of tose de- 
signed for the gospel ministry, 


| 


| 


day cannot be easily nor suffi- 


as the best service he could ren- ciently pyreciated. 


der to God and his new adopted 





His expectations, in a few 
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years, were more than realized. 
Tn this institution the principal 
men of the day, and many of 
the presbyterian clergy, were 
educated, and added greatly to 
the increase and usefulness of 
their churches. The Inte Rev. 
Messrs. Rowland, Campbell. 
Lawrence, Beatty, Robinson. 
and Samuel Blair, with many 
others, were among the number 
of his pupils. and thought them- 
selves houored by being consid- 
ered as sons of this humble se:n- 
inary. Here also his own four 
sons received their eduction, 
and were prepared for their im- 
portant services. Had these 
been the only fruits of th:t in- 
fant academy, America would 
lhave reason to rejoice, and to 
render thanks to that God who 
ani directed this gentleman to visit 
iy her shores. 

‘Sa His second son, Wiittam, 
ik ae ssho is the subject of these 
5 fat sketches, was born on the 3d 
day of June, 1705, in the coun. 
ty of Antrim, in Treland. and 
was just turned of thirteen years 
when he arrived in America.— 
Ile applied himself with much 
zeal and industry, to his studies, 
and made great proficiency in 
1 ame the languages, particularly in 
laity the Latin. Being erly impres- 
Gee sed with a deep sense of divine 
things, he soon determined to 
A ited follow the example of his father 
; Hy ' and eldest brother, by devoting 

' 

i 

i! 

4 

; 











himself to the service of God iu 

the ministry of the gospel. His 

brother Gilbert being called to 

the pastoral charge of the church 

Hit at New Brunswick, in New Jer- 
thy sey, and making a very consider- 
Me ee able figure asa useful and popular 
preacher ; William determined 
as he had completed his course 
in the’ languages, to study divia- 
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ity under his brother. Accord: 
ingly he left his father’s house, 
with his conseyt and by his ad- 
vice, and went to New Bruns- 
wick. At his departure from 
home, which was considered as 
his setting out in life, his father 
addressed him with great affec- 
tion, commending him to the fa- 
vor and protection of that God, 
from whom he himself had re- 
ceived so much mercy, and who 
had directed him in all his mi- 
gratious. He gave him a small 
sum of money, as the amount of 
all he could do for him, telling 
him that if he behaved well and 
did his duty, this was an ample 
provision for him; and if he 
should act viherwise, and prove 
ungrateful to a kind and gra- 
cious God, it was too much and 
more than he deserved. Thus, 
with a pittance and the blessing 
of a pious and affectionate parent, 
of more consequence than thou- 
sands of pounds, the young stu- 
dent set out in the world. 

After a regular course of study 
in theology, Mr. Tennent was 
preparing for his examination by 
the presbytery as a candidate 
for the gospel ministry. His in- 
tense applici:tion affected his 
health, and brought on a pain 
in his breast and a slight hectic. 
Iie soon became emaci:ted, and 
at length was like a living skele- 
ton. His life was now threxten- 
ed. He was attended by a phy- 
sician, a young gentleman who 
was attached to him by the 
strictest and warmest friends)ip. 
He grew worse and worse. till 
little hope of life was left In 
this situation his spirits failed 
him, and he began to entertain 
doubts of his final happiness. 
He was conversing, one morning, 
with his brother, in Latia, on 
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the state of his soul, when he 
fainted and died away. After 
the usual time, he was laid out 
on a board, according to the 
evmmon practice of the country, 


and the neighborhood were invi-. 
ted to attend his funeral on the | 


nextday. In the evening, his 


physician and friend returned | 
from a ride into the country, | 


and was afflicted beyond meas- 
nre at the news of his death.— 


He could not be persuaded thet 


it was certain ; and on being 
told that one of the persons who 


had assisted in laying out the bo- | 
dy thought he had observed a ' 
Jittie tremor of the flesh under | 
the arm, although the body was 
cold and stiff, he endeavored to | 
He first put | 


ascettain the fact. 
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| that the tongue was much swoln, 


and threatened to cruck. He 
was endeavoring to soften it. by 
some emollient oimtinent pul up- 
on itwith a feather, when the bro- 





ther came in, about the expira- 

tion of the Inst period, and mis- 
tuking what the doctor was do- 
ing, for an attempt to feed him, 
manifested some resentment, and 
in a spirited tone, said, “ It is 
shameful to he feeding a lifcless 
corpse ;” and insisted with exr- 
nestness thatthe funeral should 
immediately proceed. At this 
critical and important moment, 
the body, to the great alarm and 
astonishment of all present o- 
pened its eyes, gave a dreadful 
groan, and sunk gain ivto ap- 
parent death. This put an end 


his own hand into warm water to all thoughts of burying him, 
to make it -s sensible as possible, | and every effort was again em- 
and then felt under the arm, and | ployed in hopes of bringing a- 


at the heart, and effirmed th:t| bout a speedy resuscitation. In 
he felt an unusu:l warmth, tho’! about an hour, the eyes again 
no one else could. He had the opened, a heavy groan proceed- 
body restored to a warm bed, | ed from the body, and again all 
and insisted that the tg appearance of animation vanish- 
who had been invited to the fu-! ed. In another hour life seem- 
neral, should be requested not) ed to return with more power, 
to altend. Tothis the brother: and a complete revival took 
objected as absurd, the eyes be- | place, to the great joy of the 
ing sunk, the lips discolored, family and friends, and to the no 


and the whole body cold :n! stiff. 
However, the docter finally pre- 
vailed ; and all probable means 
were used, to discover symptoms 
of returniog life. But the third 
day arrived and no hopes were 
entertained of success but by 


small astonishment and convic- 
‘tion of very many who had been 
ridiculing the idea of restoring 
to life a dead body. 

Mr. Tennent continued in so 
weak and low a state for six 
| weeks, that great doubts were 


the doctor, who never Ieft him 
night nor day. The people 
were again invited, and assem- recovered much faster, but it 
bled to attend the funeral, The | was about twelve months before 
docter still objected, and at last | he was completely restored.— 
confined his request for delay | After he was able to walk the 
to one hour. then to half an/ room, and to take notice of what 
hour, and finally to a quarter of passed around him, on a Sunday 
aa hour. lle kad discovercd afternoon, his sister, who had 


entertained of his final recovery. 
However, after that period he 
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staid from charch to attend him, 
was reading in the Bible, when 
he took notice of it, and asked 
her what she had in her hand. 


" She answered that she was rea- 


ding the Bible. He replied, 
“ What is the Bible? I know 
not what you mein.” This af- 
fected the sister so much that 
she burst into tears, and iaforin- 
ed him, that he was once well 
acquainted with it. On her re- 
porting this to the brother when 
ne returned, Mr. Tennent was 
found, upon examination, to be 
totally ignorant of every trans- 
action of his life previous to his 
sickness. He could not read 2 
single word, neither did he seem 
to bave any idea of what it 
meant. As soon as he became 
capable of attention, he was 
taught lo read and write, as 
chiliren are usually taught, and 
afterwards began to le:rn the 
Latin languoge under the tui- 
tion of his brother. One day vs 
he was reciting a lesson in Cor 
nelius Nepos, he suddenly start- 
cd, clapped his hand to his head. 
as if something had hart him, 
and macc a pause. His brother 
asking him what was the mat- 
ter, he said, that he felt a sud- 
den shock in his head, and it 
now seemed to him as if he had 
read thai book before. By de- 
grecs his recollection was re- 
stored, and he could speak the 
Latin as fluently as before his 
sickness. His memory so com- 
pletely revived, that he gain- 
ed a perfect knowledge of the 
past Lransictions of his life, as if 
vo difficully had previousty oc- 
curred, 
made a considerabic noise, and 
afforded, not only matter of se- 
rious ‘contemplation to the de- 
voat Christian, especially whea 
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connected with what follows ig 
this narration, but furuished a 
subject of deep investigation and 
iearued inquiry to the real phi- 
losopher and Curious anatomist, 

The writer of these mempirs 


‘was greatly interested by these 


uncommon events; and, on a 
favorable occasion, earnestly 
pressed Mr. Te:unent for a minute 
account oi what his views and 
appreheusions were, while he 
lay ia this extrordinary state of 
suspended animition. He dis- 
covered great reluctance to en- 
ler into any eXplanation of his 
perceptions and feelings at this 
time ; but. being importunately 
urged to do it, he at length con- 
seiited, aud proceeded with a 
solemnity not to be described. 

* While I was conversing 
with my brother,” sid he, “ on 
the state of my soul, and the 
fears [hid entert:ined for my 
future welfure, C found myself, 
in an instant, in another state of 
existence, under the direction of 
a superior being who ordered me 
to foliow him. I was according- 
ly wafted along, I know rot how, 
til T beheld at a distance an in- 
eff.ble giory, the impression of 
which on my mid it is impossi- 
ble to cominunicate to mortal 
man. I immediately _ retlect- 
ed ou my hippy change, and 
thought.—Well, blessed be God! 
I am safe at last, notwithstand- 
ing all my fears. I saw an in- 
numerable host of happy beings, 
surrounding the inexpressible 
glory, in acts of adoration and 
joyous worship; but I did not 
sce any bodily shape or rep;esen- 
txiion in the glorious appear- 
auce. I heard things unuttera- 
bie. T heard their songs and hal- 
leluishs, of thanksgiving and 
praise, wilh uuspeakable rap. 
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ture. I felt joy unutterable and 
full of glory. I then applied to 
my conductor, and requested 
leave to join the happy throng. 
On which he tapped me on the 
shoulder, and said, * You must 
return to the earth.” This 
seemed like a sword through my 
heart. In an instant I recedlect 
to have seen my brother stand- 
ing belore me, disputing with 
the doctor. The three days du- 
ring which [ had appeared iife- 
less, seemed to me not more 
thanten or txenty miiutes.— 
Tie idea of returuing to this 
world of sorrow and trouble, 
gave me such a shock, that 

fainted repeatedly.” He added, 
“ Such was the effect on my 
mind of what I hod seen and 
heard, that if it be possible for 
a human being to live entirely 
above the world and the things 
of it, for some time afterwards 
I was that person. The ravish- 
ing sounds of the songs and hal- 


lelujahs that I heard, and the | 


very words that were uttcred, 
were not out of my ears, when 


awake. for at least three years. | 


All the kingdoms of the earth 
were iu my sight as nothing and 


vanity ; and so great were my | 


ideas of heavenly glory, that 
nothing which did not. in some 
measure. relate to it, could com- 
mand my serious attention.” « 


— 


* The author has been particu- 
larly solicitous to obtain every con- 
firmation of thisextraordinary event 
in the life of Mr Tennent. He, ac- 
cordingly, wrote to every person he 
could think of, likely to have con- 
versed with Mr. T. on the subject. 
He received several answers ; but 
the following letter from the worthy 
successor of Mr ‘Tennent, in the 
pastoral charge of his ciurch, will 
answer for the author’s purposes 
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It is not surprising, Uhat after 
so affecting an account, strong 
solicilude should have been felt 
for further information as to the 

December 10, 1805. 


5 
“ Dear Sir, 


“ Agreeably to your request, I now 
send you i writing the remarkable 


Monmouth, New Jersey, 





| account, which | sometime since 
/ gave .ou verbally, respecting your 
| good friend, my worthy predecessor, 
the late Rev. William Tennent, ot 
i this piace. Ina very free and feel- 
| Ing Conversation on religion, and on 
| the future rest and biessedness of 
| the people of God, (while traveling 
| together from Monmouth to Prince- 
ton) 1 mentioned to Mr. Tennent 
that I shouid be highly gratified in 
hearing, from his own mouth, an 
account of the 7'rance which he was 
said to have been in, unless the re- 
lation would be disagreeable to him- 
'self After a short silence, he pro- 
; ceeded, saying, that he had been 
' sick with a fever ; that the fever in- 
creased, and he by degrees sunk 
under it. After some time (as his 
friends informed him) he died, or 
appeared to die, in the same man- 
ner as persons usually do ; that in 
laying him out, one happened to 
| draw his hand under the left arm, 
and perceived a small tremor in the 
flesh ; that he was laid out, and was 
cold and stiff. The time for hs funer- 
al was appointed and the people col- 
, lected ; but a young doctor, his par- 
ticular friend, pleaded with great 
earnestness that he might not then 
be buried, as the tremor under the 
arm continued ; that his brother, 
Gilbert, became impatient with the: 
young gentleman, and said to him, 
* What ! a man not dead who is cold 
and suffasa stake!’ ‘The importu- 
nate young friend, however, prevai!- 
ed ; another day was appointed for 
the burial and the people separated. 
During this interval many means 
were made use of to discover, it 
possibie, some symptoms of life, but 
none appeared excepting the tre- 
mor. The doctor neser Ieft him 
for three nights and three davs—~ 








| The people again 


met to bory him, 
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words, or at least the subjects of cate these, he gave a decided 


praise and adoration, which Mr. 
Tennent had heard. But when 
he was requested to communi. 


ie 


but could not even then obtain the 


consent of his friend, who pieaced | 


for one hour more ; and when that 
was gone, he pleaded for half an 
hour, and then for a quarter of an 
hour : when, just at the close of this 
period, on wich hung his last hope, 
Mr. Cennent opened his eyes. T cm | 
then pried open his mouth, which 


was stiff, so as to get a quill into it, | 


through which some liquid was con- 
veved into the stomach, and he by 
degress recovered 

*¢ This account, as intimated be- 
fore, Mr. Tennent said he had re- 
ceived from his friends. 1 said to 
hin, “Sir, you seem to be one in- 
deed raised from the dead, and may 
tellus what itis to die, and what 
yon were sensible of while in that 
state” He replicd in the following 
words : ** As to dying—lI found my 
fever increase, and I became weak- 
er and weaker until, all at once, I 
found myself in heaven, as I thought. 
I saw no shape as to the Deity, dut 
glory all unutterable /” Here he 
paused, as though unable to find 
words toexpress his views, let his 
bridle fall, and lifting up his hands, 
proceeded, ** I can say, as St. Paul 
did, | heard and I saw things all un- 
utterable ! I saw a great multitude 
before this glory, apparently in the 


j 





| 
} 
' 
| 
i 


| 





height of bliss, singing most melodi- | 


ously. Iwas transported with my 
own situation, viewing all my troub- 
les ended and my rest and glory be- 
gun, and was about to join the great 
and happy muititude, when one 
came to me, looked me full in the 
face, laid his hand upon my _ shoul- 
der, and said, ** You must go back.” 
These words went through me ; 
nothing could have shocked me 
inore ; I cried out, Lord, imust I go 
back! With this shock I opened 
my eyes in this world. When I 
saw Iwas in the world I fainted, 
then came to, and fainted for sever- 
al times, as one probably would na- 
turaliy have done inso weak a situ- 
ation.” 


; 


| negative, 


adding, * You will 
know them, with many other 
purticulazs hereafter, as you will 
findthe whole among my pa- 
pers ;”” alluding to his intention 
as leaving the writer hereof his 
executor, which precluded any 
further solicitation. $ 


in nee 


“Mr Tennent further informed 
me that he had so entirely lost the 
recollection of his past life, and the 
benefit of his former studies that he 
could neither understand what was 
spoken to him, nor write, nor read 
his own name. That he had to be- 
gin all anew, and did not recollect 
that he had ever read before, until 
he had again learned his letters and 
was able to pronounce the monosyl- 
lables, such as thee and thou But, 
that as his strength returned, which 
was very slowly, his memory also 
returned. Yet, notwithstanding the 
extreme feebleness of his situation, 
his recollection of what he saw and 
heard while in heaven, as he suppo- 
sed, and the sense of divine things, 
which he had there obtained, con- 
tinued all the time in their full 
strength, so that he was Continual- 
ly in something like an ecstacy of 
mind. * And,’ said he, ‘ for three 
years, the sense of divine things con- 
tinued so great, and every thing else 
appeared so completely vain, when 
compared to heaven, that could lL 
have had the world for stooping 
down for it, I believe I should not 
have thought of doing it.’” 


— 


* It was soordered, in the course 


of divine Providence, that the wri- 





ter was sorely disappointed in his 
expectation of obtaining the papers 
here alluded to. Such, however, 
was the will of heaven! Mr. Ten- 
nent’s death happened during the 
revoluticnary war, when the enemy 
separaied the writer from him, soas 
to render it impracticable to attend 
him ona dying bed ; and before it 
was possible to get to his house, af- 
ter his death, (the writer being with 
the Ameriean army at the. Valiey- 
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The pious and candid reader 
is left to his own reflections on 
this very extraordinary occur- 


rence. ‘The facts have been sta- 
ted, and they are -unquestiona- 
ble. The writer will only ask, 
whether it be contrary to reveal- 
ed truth, or to reason, to believe, 
that in every age of the world 
instances like that which is here 
recorded, have occurred, to fur- 
nish Living testimony of the reali- 
ty of the invisible world, and of 
the infinile importance of etern- 
al concerns ? 
(To be continued.) 


Epiror1taALt Remarks. 


Many of the pious people in 
Connecticut, have heard their 
fathers, who now sleep in the 
grave with Mr. Tennent, speak 
in such high terms of his ard- 
ent zeal, and the divine power 
which altended his ministry in 
his travels abroad, that every 
thing respecling his memory, 
creates in them a great interest. 
Doubtless it is from this cause, 
that manyapplications have been 
made, for the re-publication in 
this Magazine, of the Biograph- 
ical Sketches concerning him, 
first published at Philadelphia, 


in the Missionary Magazine of | 


the General Assembly. Certain 
singular events in his life have 
increased this curiosity, one of 
which is the trance, related in 
-_—<— 

Torge) his son came from Charles- 
ton, and took his mother, and his 
father’s papers and property, and 
returned to Carolina. About fifty 
iniles trom Charleston, the son was 
suddenly taken sick and died among 
eatire strangers; and never since, 
though the writer was also left exec- 
‘itor to the son, could any trace of 
‘he father’s papers be discovered by 
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our present Number. While the 
Editor is sensible the relation 
may be misused by visionary 
minds to their own hurt ; he can- 
not discredit either the sound 
judgment or piety of the gentle- 
men under whose direction the 
original publication was made. 
The account is indeed extraor- 
dinary, but it is not the first in- 
stance of apparent suspended an- 
imation, under strong mertal 
impression. If the joys and sor- 
rows which are worldly may 
produce such an effect; why not 
those that are spiritual and hea- 
venly, which are both more in- 
teresting and glorious? Doubht- 
less human imagination may in- 
termix false apprehensions, with 
the most important truth, and it 
is the business of reason to make 
the separation in view of all the 
attending circumstances. 
Although the trance is no new 
evidence of the bei: ig of God, of 
a heaven and an eternity ; yet 
it is evidence of the strength 
with which the Spirit of God 
may sometimes impress divine 
truth on the mind while it is still 
connected with a frail body. 
This is a fact which infidels are 
ready todeny. The important 
question is, what is truth ? This 





must be learned from the law 
and the testimony. If Mr. Ten- 
neut had asserted any thing new 
coucerning God or heaven, which 
the holy scriptures do not war- 
rant, we should have supposed 
he was not then a subject of im- 
pressions from the Holy Spirit, 
and that the whole was a delu- 
sion ; bul vo such thing appears 
from the account. Deep humil- 


ity, ardent zeal in the cause of 

Christ, aud an uncommon sense 

of the glory of God and of hea- 

i ven appear to a been the 
ii 
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effects on his own mind, and 
what Christian would wot wish 
to excel in these! At the same 
time, we cannot but warn men, 
who wish to be deceived by 
strange things, that trances are 
not religion. It is not the 
strength of impressions on the 
mind, or of affections within it ; 
but their moral nature, by which 
piety and hy pocrisy must be dis- 
criminated. The effects wrought 
on the body are a thing of little 
consequence, nor is the singular- 
ity of them any evidence they 
are wrought by the Holy Spirit; 
unless the consequence of them 
is to Lake away sin, and increase 
a love of God, as his character 
is described in his holy word. 
No one ought to suppose that 
Mr. Tennent was actually car- 
ried to heaven; but that he had 
such views of spiritual things 
as he had conceived could be 
had in no other place beside 
heaven. In such a case itis not 
slrange he should be mistaken 
concerning the place, while he 
was certain of the views. 

On the whole, what may we 
conclude from this sceue of en- 
trancement? Not that the whole 
was a delusion. Not that any 
thing was added by the trance, 
cither to the excellence or evi- 
deuce of divine truth ; or that 
it is to be judged by any other 
rules, thau such impressions of 
the Spirit as are often experien- 
ced by good people: but, that 
views of truth may be such, by 
a divine operation on the mind, 
as wholly to overpower the body; 
in which case it is less capable of 
distinguishing between reality 
and imaginalion. Infinite wis- 
dom may see such impressive 
views of truth to he suitable 
means for assisting his people, to 
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resist powerful temptations, or 
lo prepare them for extraordina- 
ry and difficult duty. 


—_+o— 


Memoirs of the Rev. Ammi Ru- 
hamah Robinns, late pastor of 
the Church of Christ in Nor- 
folk. 


To THE Enitor, 


Rev. Sir, 


At the request of my breth- 
ren in the Ministry, I transmit 
you the enclosed memoirs for 
publication in the “ Evangelical 
Magazine” for the month of De- 
cember; and am with much es- 
teem and respect your friend 
and humble servant, 

Cuauncey Les. 


Colebrook, Nov. 17th ,1813. 


O comparatively few are the 
\-Y examples of living virtue 
worthy to be recorded for posthu- 
meus imitstion, that to culogize 
the dead, is but rarely the duty 
of the biographer. And even 
in garnishing the sepulchres of 
the prophets, great caution is 
needful both to the writer and 
reader, against the almost imper- 
ceplible influence of sinister 
molives. Yet the memory of 
the just is blessed. A due res- 
pect to the characters of the pi- 
ous dead, whose lives have been 
a constant lesson of important 
instruction to mankind, is a debt 
we owe to the interests of the 
living. We are to “mark the 
perfect man and behold the up- 
right.” 

‘The aged and venerable per- 
sonage, the subject of the follow- 
ing memoirs, whose praise is in 
all the churches, was a son of 
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the Rev. Philemon Robbins, a 
former pastor of the church in 
Branford. He was born in that 
town on the 25th of August, 
©. S. 1740. He evidenced the 
important benefits of religious 
parental instruction, by becoming 
a subject, and example of early 
piety. He dated his conversion 
near the beginning of his Colle- 
giate life. Maving completed 
his literary education at Yale 
College, he received the honors 
of that university, in the yea 
1760. Theological knowledge 
being his most favorite object, 
and the gospel ministry, the pro- 
fession to which he chose to de- 
vole his life; after a term of 
preparative studies, under the 
iuctruction of the Rev. Dr. Bel- | 
Jamy, he commenced a preach- 
er of the gospel ; and by the call 
of the church and socicty in 
Noriolk, was ordained to the pas- 
toral office in thai town, on the 
28th of October, 1761. There, 
with few interruptions in his sa- 
cred work, he hath bestowed 
with unwearied diligence, and 
uncommon usefulness, the ser- 
vices of a long life, amounting 
to the term of fifty-two years of 
ministerial labor, and closed his 
earthly course on Sabbath the 
3ist of October, 1813,—--aged 
seventy-three years. An aged 
widow, and eight childrenlament 
their loss in his death. His fu- 
neral was attended on the Tues- 
day following by a number of 
the neighboring clergy, and a 
very large collection of people 
from that and the adjacent 
towns; and a sermon delivered 
by the Rev. Chauncey Lee, from 
2 Kings ii. 12, My father, my fa- 
ther. the chariot of Israel, and the 





horsemen thereof. The occasion 
was very interesting and affect- 


ing, and an unusual eolemnity 
appeared throughout the numer- 
ous assembly. A death which 
drew forth the tears of commnt- 
nity, and covered every counte- 
nance with the sadness of spe- 
cial mourners, presented a scene 
both solemn and instructive. It 
was fitted to impress upon the se- 
rious and attentive mind, a deep, 
if not an overwhelming sense of 
eternal realilies. 

In Mr. Robbins’ first settle- 
ment at Norfolk, was exhibited 
a singular instance of a young 
minister and a young people. He 
was but just turned of twenty- 
one when he received ordinatior, 
and the town was an infant set- 
tlement : twenty-three members 
only composed the church. and 
sixty families the whole town. 
The hardships and privations, 
embarrassments and distresses, 
incidental to the ministerial life, 
in such asituation ; and to which 
this young soldier of the cross, 
for a course of years was ne- 
cessarily subjected, were many 
and great: yet he endured them 
with patience and fortitude ; 
cheerfully share’ in all the 
wants, troubles, and trials of his 
flock; and gradually grew up 
with the people whom he had 
thus early and affectionately ta- 
ken by the hand. By his pru- 
dence and frugality. and espe- 
cially by his industrious applica- 
tion, and extraordinary exertions 
to do good ; particularly, in pre- 
paring many young gentlemen 
for a collegiate education; he 
has been enabled to rear a nu+ 
merous and respectable family, 
three of whom have received a 
liberal education. His life and 
usefulness were lengthened out, 
much beyond the usual term of 
ministerial service. THis labors 
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have been greatly blessed, and 
his heart animated and encour- 
aged in his work, not only by in- 
dividual conversious from time to 
time eccurring,and a gradual and 
constant increase of his church ; 
but by three special.rich, and glo- 
rious harvests of souls, which he 
has been given to reap,in the field 
of his ministerial labors. He was 
spared, strengthened, and fur- 
nished to feed the church of God, 
and to teach two «hole genera- 
tioiis the way to heaven. In re- 
ply to the following remark, 
made to him, a few years since, 
by the writer of these memoirs, 
* How huppy are you, Mr. Rob- 
bins. in your peoy:le—so united 
as they are—so alluched to your 
person, and so attentive to your 
ministry !” “Oh,” said the good 
man, with the tear of parental 
affection glistening in his eye, 
“the people of Norfolk are my 
children—I have buried all their 
fathers, and have brought them 
up from their infancy.” 

‘Two years since he delivered 
io his people, his half Century 
sermon ; taking for his text, 
those words of the Apostle in 
Acts xxvi. 22, 23. “ Having 
therefore obtained help of God, 
I continue unto this day, wit- 
nessing both to small and great, 
saying none other things than 
those which the prophets, and 
Moses did say should come ; 
that Christ should suffer, and 
that he should be the first that 
should rise from the dead, and 
should shew light unto the peo- 
ple, and to the Gentiles”” The 
history of his ministerial life, be- 
ing blended with that of the 
town, ! need only refer to his a- 
foresaid excellent sermon in 


print; in which the historical in- | 


cidents of minister, church and 
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society are sufficiently detail. 
ed. 

For a wiumber of the last 
months of his tife, he was una- 
ble to perform public duties,— 
He was attacked with a cance- 
rous trumor in his face, which 
continually increased, till it ter- 
minated in his death. Great 
and distressing, at limes, were 
his bodily pains in his last sick- 
ness. yet he appeared to endure 
them with Christian patience and 
submission. With his reason un- 
impaired to the last, he was able 
to converse, and to give much 
important counsel to his family 
and friends, until within a few 
hours of his death. Then, like 
the venerable patriarch of old, 
he died with all his children a- 
round his bed, and exhibited that 
most sublime and _ interesting 
spectacle on earth—-an aged 
Christian expiring in the arms of 
faith. 

‘T'wo weeks before his death, 
the writer asked him this ques- 
tion, “ Are you not desirous with 
Paul, to depart and be with 
Christ?” ‘To which, raising his 
trembling hands, he replied, “ I 
have strong attachments to 
earth—I Jove my wife 23 my 
nearest earthly friend—I love 
my children dearly—I love my 
people, and I never before so sen- 
sibly loved all mankind : but, un- 
less Tam greatly deceived, i do 
love my Savieur, more and a- 
hove all earthly friends and con- 
nections. Oh. itis a heaven worth 
dying for. to see Christ, as he is.” 

His views appeared to bright- 
en, and his spiritual comforts to 
increase, as he drew nearer the 
elose of life, though he became 
less and less able to converse. 
Some expressions he uttered to 
his children, though in a broken 
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and desultory manner, on the 
day but one, and the day imme- 
diately belore his death, and 
which were faithlully peaned at 
ihe time, are still more interest- 
ing and distinctive of the Chris- 
tian character. “If, said he, I 
Know my own heart, all is right 
—bat I am afraid of self-deceit. 
Christ has employed me as a 
laborer for him, but I have been 


a poor wifaithful one—my good | 


works are of no value—they are 
nothing,and I deserve nothing for 
them. If I have been a:: instru- 


ment in God’s hands, the praise | 
It ishe that | 
If I may | 
work in it, besure it is a privilege | 
for which I desire to thank God | 
my Saviour. I de hope in Christ | 


is his, not mine. 
builds the kingdom. 


my Saviour, and trust he will not 
forsake me, when I go down 
through the dark valley. I shail 
be dismissed in a few days. I 
think I cau see the other side of 
Jordan. ‘Then I shall be clean- 
sed from sin—how beautilul it 
is to be cleansed from sin—Oh, 


how desirable to be freed from | 


this body of death. I think I 
have a spirit of prayer. I hearti- 
ly pray for you my children—I 


pray for the whole world. I 


fear to express all my feelings, 
lest I should appear ostenta- 
tious; but many times I have 
glorious discoveries of the hea- 
venly world. I have got near- 
crhome. I hope soon to see 
my dear friends in heaven—ma- 
ny of ny dear people—my par- 
ents—my brother, »—my sisters ; 
and one whom I wish still more 
to see.” Making a solemn 
pause, he was asked, whom ? 
“ Christ,” he replied. “ When 


————_ 


* The late Rev. Dr. Robbins, of 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
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you see me gasping, do not, do 
not dishoner God.” At one 
time, he exclaimed, in the words 
of a favorite poetical extract: 


*¢ Come death, shake hands, ]’I! kiss 
thy bands, 
*Tis hay piness for me to die ; 
What ! dost thou think, that 1 will 
shrink ? 
Pii go to immortality.” 


With respect to his character 
asa man, a Christian, and a min- 
ister, il is believed, there is but 
one Opinion ; nor will envy itself 
so far detract from his merils, as 
to reluse him a high and honorz- 
ble standing in the list of the ex- 
cellent of the earth. The char- 
acter of a faithful servant of 
God, we have reason to think, is 
not misapplicd to him ; when in 
lamenting his death we unitediy 
cry, in the words of the prophet, 
My father, my father, the chariet 
of Israel, and ihe horsemen there- 
of. We was indeed a child of 
Adam, and therefore not free 
from imperfections. His own 
sinfulness however, he appeared 
deeply to feel and Jament ; and 


ihe professed to fount all his 
‘hopes of divine acceptance, in 


mere sovereign mercy, through 
the atoning blood of the Lamb of 
God. 

As a companion, his socicty 


| and conversation were engaging, 
| edifying, and instructive. 


Iiis 
address was peculiarly pleasing, 
kind, and conciliatory ;  mani- 
festing a mind richly stored with 
the treasures of divine Knowl- 
ledge. and a heart warmed with 
the love of God and bis Saviour. 
In all the various relations of 
domestic hfe, as a husband, a 
parent, a brother, a neighbor, 
and a friend, he constantly man- 
ifested the most kind and tendcy 
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affeclion, in a conscientious dis- 
charge of cuty, auimated ane 
airccted by the principles, pre- 
ec pts, and promises of the holy 
word of God. 

As a preacher of the everlast- 
ing gospel, his talents were dis- 
tinguished—uniting ease and el- 
egance, with plainness and pun- 
geucy ; and happily adapted to 
picase, to persuade, to convince, 
to instruct, and to edify his hear- 
ers. He was a scribe well in- 
structed in the things of the 
kingdom of God. His tongue 
was as the pen of a ready writer. 
He appeared in the fulness of the 
blessings of the glorious gospel— 
a son of consolation to the bro- 
Ken hearted penitent, and a Boa- 
nerges to the stupid conscience 
of the impenitent sinner. Al- 
ways allentive to the concerns 
of his people, and desirous to 
promote their best interests, his 
Jabors have been instant, in sea- 
son, and out of season. In min- 
ist-riug to the sick and afflicted; 
in preaching lectures, attending 
comlerences, prayer-mectings, fu- 
nerais, and all religious occa- 
sivus 3 in visiting the families of 
h's people, kindly soothing their 
sorrows, and rejoicing with them 
im all their joys ; in frequenting 
the schools, and catechising the 
dear lambs of his flock; in in- 
structing, and guiding, the awa- 
keued, the convicted. and the 
converted sinner ; in healing di- 
Visions ; exercising the discipline 
of the gospel] ; assisting his breth- 
renin the ministry ; serving in 
the public counsels of the 
churches; and faboring for va- 
crnt and destitute parishes, how 
d ligent, unwearied, faithtul, and 
useful he has been. in all these 
various branehes of ministerial 
duties; are subjects too exten. 
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tively known and appreciated to 


ced public recital To mary, 
they will long be the themes of 
vdbori g ane grateiul recollec 
tion. But, alas! 


** How lov’d, how valu’d once, avails 
him not.” 


Neither talents, nor learning, 
nor office, nor piety. nor usetul- 
ness afford any security from ike 
shafts of death ; any indemnity 
from the all-devouring grave.— 
“The fathers where are they, 
and the prophets do they live 
for ever ?” He has finished his 
earthly course--finished the min- 
istry he received of the Lerd 
Jesus, and gone to his ever):st- 
ing home. His immortal spirit 
has returned to his God and 
Judge ; escorted. as we humbly 
trust, by angels to the bosom of 
Abraham; and welcomed by the 
voice of redeeming love, to the 
hright and blessed abodes of 
them that sleep in Jesus —While 
ill must unite to lament the re- 
moval of this excellent man of 
God ; the trembling friends of 
Zion, with their eyes raised to 
heaven. and their hearts fixed 
on covenant mercy, will united- 


|ly cry, “ Help, Lord, for the 


godly avan ceaseth. for the faith- 
ful fail from among the children 
of men.” 


—<9 4 Ge 


Christian Edification. 


ye edify primarily signifies 
to build; and edification 


primarily signifies the progress 
made in building. Architecture 


isone of the fine arts. and the 
structure of a large and elegant 
builing is one of the greatest 
monuinents of human power and 
It is, therefore, with pe- 
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euliar propriety and beauty that of an extensive signification ; 


the sacred writers so often speak 
of the increase and enlargement 
of the church, uuder the meta- 
phor of building up Zion, of buil- 
ding up the walls of Jerusalem, 
and of edifying the body of 
Christ. The chief things, which 
constitute the strength, conven- 
jence, beauty, and durability of 
a building, are its foundation, its 
design, its m terials, and its fur- 
niture. The strength of a buil- 
ding chiefly depends upon the 
magnitude an! solidity of its 
foundation. 
ing in the foundation, the super- 
structure cannot be stable or 
magnif-ceat. The convenience 
of a building greatly depends 
upon the wisdom displayed in 
planning its various parts. The 
durability of a building greatly 
depends upon the quality of the 
materials, of which it is formed. 
And the beauty of a building 
greatly depends upon its extera- 
al decorations and internal fur- 
niture. It would be easy to 
show, that in all these respects 
there is a great similarity be- 
tween a beautiful building and 
the church of Christ, which is 
the living temple of the Lord. 
But in our present attentiou to 
this pleasant and important sub- 
ject, it is proposed to show how 
the members of a Christian 
church ought to promote their 
spiritual edification, and also to 
offer some reasons to enforce this 
duty. And here I would ob- 
serve, 

That they ought to edify one 
another by maintaining and pro- 
moting the knowledge of truth. 
Upon truth the church of Christ 
is founded. [t could not stand 


if it were not buill upon this 
Truth, 


foundation. indeed, is 








[i these are want- | 








but in the writings of the apos- 
tles, it usually signifies the fun- 
damental doctrines of the gospel. 
The truth means the gospel of 
truth, or that system of truths 
which the gospel reveals and in- 
culcates, and which every true 


_ believer embraces as far as his 


knowledge extends. As every 
Christian church is built upon 
the great and fundameatal truths 
of the gospel ; so the promoting 


' the knowlege of these doctrines 


directly tends to strengthen the 
very foundation of a church — 
Hence the apostle says to the 
Ephesians, “ Now therefore ye 
are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household 
of God ; and are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone ; in 
who all the building fitly fra- 
med together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord : in 
whom ye also are builded togeth- 
er for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” And the 
apostle Jude exhorts Christians 
“to build up themselves in their 
most holy faith.” Every Chris- 
tian church ought to make con- 
linual advances and improve- 
ments in the knowledge of the 
great truths of the gospel. The 
gospel is put into their hands, and 
other means of instruction, for 
this very purpose, that they may 
become more and more perfect in 
the knowledge of divine truth. 
They ought to be continually 
seeking after clearer and more 
extensive views of the great 
scheme of redemption and of 
those distinguishing doctrines, 
which lie at the foundation of 
it. ‘They ought to search the 
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scriptures, and employ every 
other proper method, to obtain 


greater aad greater degrecs of 


divine knowledge. They have 
no reason to rest in any present 
attainments, but abundant reason 
to press forward, and make more 
rapid advances in searching into 
ihe deep things of God, whici 
ihe gospel unfolds. And as each 
member of the church ought 
to seek instruction for his own 
mind, so he ought to be able 
and dispesed to instruct the 
minds of others. ‘Ihe apostle 
blames Christians for their neg- 
ligence in promoting the knowl- 
edge of divine truths in them- 
selves and others; and upbraids 
them for their ignorance, that 
when they ought to have been 
able to teach others, they them- 
selves necded to be taught the 
first principles of the oracles of 
God. Would all the members 
of a church properly exert 
themselves to obtain and diffuse 
divine Knowledge, they might 
greatly edify one another, and 
become valiant for the truth. 
The members of a church 
onght to promote their mutual 
edification, by cultivating union 
among themselves. ‘The strength 
of a building greatly consisis in 
having its parls properly con- 
nected, uniled, or cemented to- 
gether. So union in a Christian 
church serves to give peculiar 
strength and stability. It ought, 
therefore, to be their constant 
endeavor to cultivate greater 
union in senliment and practice. 
The apostle Paul abundantly 
inculcated it upon Christians to 
promote the most entire union. 
To the Corinthians he says— 
“* Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the 
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| same thing, and that there be no 
divisious among you; but that 
ye be ;-rfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.” The gospel 
contains a perfect rule of faith 
and practice. And a_periect 
conformity to that rule would 
perfectly unite the members of 
any church iv their sentiments, 
affections, and conduct. And 
hence there is proper ground of 
encouragement to Christians to 
promote their mutual union.— 
They may all contribute to the 
attainment of this desirable ob- 
ject, by cultivating the spirit, 
and performing the duties, which 
the gospel requires. They would 
make great progress in their mu- 
tual edification, if they would 
only become united in holding 
the same senliments, speaking 
the same things, and pursuing 
the same course of conduct.— 
There is nothing like union in 
any body of men, to give them 
wisdom, strength, zeal, courage, 
and activity, in promoting their 
mutual interest and happiness, 
and in bearing down all opposi- 
tion. While the first Christians 
were of one heart and one soul, 
and mutually engaged to pro- 
mote each other’s edification, 
they struck fear and consterna- 
| tion into every soul, that refused 
| Lounite with them. Every mei- 
i her of a church may do some- 
| thing to promote union,. and this 
ought to be his constant aim, by 
walking by the same rule. The 
members of a church ought to 
be united in nothing but the 
truth; but in that they ought to 
be perpetually united. And this 
may be the case, though all have 
not the same attainments in 
knowledge and holiness. The 
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strong may strengthen the weak 
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are mutually united in affection, 
they will thus mutually edify 
one another, by being joined to- 
gether in the same mind, and in 
the same practice. 

The members of a church 
ought to promote their mutual 
edification by cultivating mutu- 
al peace. ‘Lhe apostle plaiuly 
intimates that the cultivation of 
peace tends to the edification of 
Christians. “ Let us follow af- 
ter the things that make for 
peace, and things wherewith one 
may edify another.” Peace is 
necessary to the edification of 
any church, which cannot be 
promoted without it. If Chris- 
tians would cultivate peac:, they 
must treat one another with 
justice in all their intercourse 
and dealings together. This 
will always prevent any just 
ground of complaint or uneasi- 
ness. This is doing to others, 
as they would wish others to 
do tothem. And surely Chris- 
tians ought to observe the immu- 
table rule of justice towards 
each other, and towards all men. 
And should they do this, they 
would so far follow the things 
that make for peace. There is 
another thing, which will have 
the same happy tendency ; and 
that is to treat one another with 
kindness. The law of kindness 
is not so definite, as the law 
of justice. But a benevolent 
heart will seldom mistake the 
true import of this law. Itis 
the dictate of Christian benevo- 
lence to do all the acts of kind- 
ness, which we have either abil- 
ity or opportunity todo. A be- 
nevolent heart will devise bene- 
Volent actions. And there are 


a thousand benevolent aetions, 
Vou. VI. No. 12. 
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and the knowing may enlighten . 
the ignorant. And if the members | 


which Christians may do to 
each other, which no particular 
law of God or man expressly re- 
quires. But these acts of kind- 
ness have a peculiar tendency to 
promote peace among the mem- 
bers of a church, as well as 
among the rest of mankind.— 
Brotherly love, as well as broth- 
erly kindness, tends to promote 
peace among Christian brethren, 
There may be such acts of kind- 
ness, 28 do not appear to be acts 
of brotherly love. The act of 
brotherly love is doing good to 
the household of faith, because 
they are the household of faith. 
Christians should love as breth- 
ren, aud treat one another with 
brotherly love ; that is, with the 
love of complacency, and not 
mere benevolence. When Chris 
tians are of one heart and one 
soul, they love to express their 
complacency, not only in words, 
but in actions. Nor does it less 
tend to promote peace amoug 
Christian brethren, to treat one 
another with faithiulness, by 
watching over, and rebuking one 
another for deviations from the 
path of duty. The neglect of 
this, the scripture calls hatred ; 
and therefore the doing of this 
isan actof love. And all ex- 
pressions of true love tend to 
peace. While the members of 
a church thus cultivate peace 
among themselves, they take 
one of the best methods to pro- 
mote their mutual edification, 
Peace prepares them to open 
their hearts to each other, and 
to take pleasure in all the public 
and private and secret acts of 
devotion, by which they enlight- 
en each other’s minds, strength- 
en each other’s hands, and excou- 
rage each other’s hearts, in the 
cause efreligion. Again, 
. kk 
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The members of a church 
ought to promote their mutual 
edification, by exercising that 
holy discipline, which Christ has 
appointed for that purpose. The 
exercise of disciplixe towards 
those who transgress the laws of 
Christ, tends uot to the destruc- 
tion. but to the edification of the 
church. And if the members 
would consult their own edific 1- 
tion and benefit. they would not 
be slack in performing this disa- 
greeable and important duty.— 
No church is weakened, but 
strengthened, by keeping itself 
pure, and casting out those 
whom the laws of Christ require 
to be cast out. There is hardly 
any thing, which contributes 
more to the edification of a 
ehurch. than the regular exer- 
cise of that discipline over the 
erroneous and corrupt, which is 
calculated to lead them to re- 
pentance and reformation. Ac- 
cordingly the apostles frequently 
called upon the primitive church- 
es to purge from among them- 
selves such corrupt members, 
lest a little leaven should leaven 
the whole lump. The same 
method is still to be taken, in 
order to promote the edification 
ofachurch It may be added, 

The members of a church 
ought to promote their mutual 
edification, by promoting their 
metual grovth in grace. This 
is distinct from knowledge,union, 
peace, and external purity. All 
thése things may be in a cuurch, 
while they are actually declining 
in vital piety, which is the prin- 
Cip:! object to be desired and 
promoted in the churchof Christ. 
None but lively stones are the 
proper materials of a church, 
and they ought to be kept lively, 
and not sudered to grow dull and 
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dead. There are many ways in 
which Christians may quicken 
and animate one another in 
their religious course ; and the 
ought to take every method iy 
their power to cause one another 
to flourish in the court-yards of 
theirGod, and tobring forth much 
fruit to his glory. Perfection in 
holiness is the ullimate object, 
to which every individual in 
church ought to desire to bring 
himself, and the whole body to 
which he belongs. All the relj- 
gious advantages, which God 
has given to his church are to 
be improved to this ultimate end. 
iience the apostle says to the 
Corinthians, “ Now ye are the 
hody of Christ, and members 
one of another. And God hath 
set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, 
thirdly teachers, after that mira- 
cles, then gifts of healings, 
helps, governments, divers'ties 
of tongues. Are all apostles? 
Are all prophets ? Are all teach- 
ers? Are all workers of miracles ? 
Have all the gifts of healing? 
Do all speak with tongues? Do 
all interpret ? But covet earnest- 
ly the best gifts, and yet shew I 
unto you a more excellent way.” 
And this he says, is charity, or 
that disinterested love, which is 
the esser:ce and perfection of ho- 
liness. And for the promotion 
of this.every member of a church 
ought to exert allhis power and 
influence. 

It is next proposed’ lo offer 
some reasons, why the members 
of a church should be engaged in 
promoting their mutual edifica- 
tion. And in the first place, they 
are expressly required in the 
word of God to do it. The a- 


postles had their hands much en- 
gaged to promstc the edification 
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of the churches, which they had 
plauted. They preached and 
wrote inuch to strengthen, and 
adoru the churches of Christ, 
that the cause of Christ through 
their instrumentality might be 
promoted. Paul solemnly de- 
clares, that he had sought the 
edification of the Corinthians. 
He says “ think ye, that we ex- 
cuse ourselves unto you? We 
speak before God in Christ; but 
we do all things, dearly beloved, 
fur your edyyng.” Hence the 
apostle so frequently exhorts and 
commands Christians to edify 
one another. In one place he 
says— Let us follow alter the 
things that make tor peace, and 
the things wherewith one may 
edify another.” Again, he coin- 
maads the Corinthians in the 
strongest terms to seek their mu- 
tual edification. “Seek that ye 
may excel tothe edifying of the 
church.” And again—* Let all 
thiugs be done unto edifying.” 
To the Ephesians he says, “ Let 
no corrupt communication pro- 
ceed out of your mouth, but that 
which is good to the use of edi- 
fying, that it may minister grace 
to the hearers.” And to the 
Thessalonians he says—‘t Com- 
fort yourselves together, and edi- 
Sy one another, even as also ye 
do.” These exhortations and 
commands bind present as well 
as primitive Christians, to pro- 
mote their mutual edification. 
They are not to forget, nor neg- 
lect this peculiar and important 
duty. For churches need as 
much edification now as ever 
they did. And so long as they 
exist in this evil worl’, much 
needs to be done to edify and es- 
tablish them upon a firm and un- 
moveable foundation. Agvin— 
The members of a church ougit 
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to promote their mutual edifi¢a- 
tion because they were formed 
into a church--tate for this im- 
portant purpose Could Ciris- 
tians have edified one another 
as distiuct and separate individu- 
als, as well as by being united, 
there is no reason to thiak.Christ 
would have commanded them to 
name his name, and give up 
themselves to each other as well 
as to the Lord. He kiew that 
by being united by the bond of 
a solemn Covenant, to assemble 
together, to pray and praise. to 
heuer the gospel and commemo- 
rate his dying love, as well as to 
observe the discipline of his 
house they might be greater 
helpers of each other's joy, zeal, 
activily and usefulness. And @ 
fer this reason he instituted a 
visible church, which might with 
one hand and one heart. promote 
their own mutual benefit, be a 
light to the world, and the pecul- 
iar instrument of awakening and 
converting sinners. Hence they 
cannot answer the great end of 
their institution, without seeking 
and laboring to promote their 
mutual edification. This its a 
powerful reason for their doing 
all in Lheir power to build them- 
selves up in their most holy faith. 
Besides, if they do not seek to 
promote their mutual edification 
they will counteract the great and 
good design of their church-state. 
For by beiug united in such a 
state, they have an opportunity 
todo much more to injure and 
destroy one another than they 
could as separate and uncomnect- 
ed individuals. And there is no 
other alternative before them, 
but either to edify, ordestroy one 
another for whom Christ died. 
But they cannot hesitate, which 
of these modes of conduct is 
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their indispensable duty. They 
must endeavor to edify and save 
one another. And they must do 
every thing to promote this end, 
thst their abilities, situations, 
and opportunities enable them to 
de for this purpose. They are 
set in the body to promote 
the good of the boty. and one 
cannot say to another—“ I have 
no need of thee, nor, will I assist 
thee in thy Christian course.”— 
Again.. The members of a church 
have solemnly covenanted with 
God and one another to promote | 
their mutual edification. The 
church receives every member 
under the expectation that he 
would he a faithful brother and 
serk the good of the body. And 
every member solemnly promis- 
es to be a foithful brother. and 
contribute all in his power to 
promote the edification of ol! his 
brethren in covenant. These 
vows and engagements continu- 
ally bind the whole church to 
seek each other’s edificition, by 
aiding and »ssisting one another, 
in m:king advances in Christian 
knowledge. and in every Chris- 
tian and divine grace. And such 
vows. in conacction with the 
commands of Christ, and the 
greot design of the institution of 
his church. lay all the members 
of » church under the highest 
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their mutuol «dification the ob- 
ject of all their designs and ex- 
ertions. 

Tf the members of a church 
will Jo their duty, in promoting 
He their mutual edification, those 
aE ee who are without cannot hurt 
We them ; but by neglecting, or 
counteracting their duty they 
may destroy themselves. It is 
a great thing to be a member of! 
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achurch. It is a great privilege 
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and advantage, which may be 


| improved or abused. There is 


a high responsibility attached to 
this relation. A church ought 
to be cautious whom they admit 
to their communion, both with 
respect to their sentiments and 
to their sincerity ; yet every pure 
Christian will wish to join him- 
self to achurch both to do and 
to get good. Such members as 
manifest a desire and endeavor 
to promote the edification of the 
church, give evidence of their 
sincerity. This is one of the 
best evidences of their growing 
in grace. The subject calls up- 
on the members of churches to 
examine themselves respecting 
the important object of Chris- 
tian edific:tion, Let them en- 
quire, whether they are careful 
and constant in assembling them- 


‘selves with the church. Let 
| them enquire, whether they are 


engaged in promoting the knowl- 
edge of the truth, in promoting 
union and peace, order and 
growth in grace. Let every 
member of a church, who has 
been faulty, reform. And let the 
faithful persevere. 
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Mr. Eprrtor, 
Tr you approve of the follow- 


2 | ing Letter from a Young Lady 
obleations conceivrable, to make | 


to a Clergyman. containing an 
account of her Christian experi- 
ence, please to give it a place in 
your next Number of the Maga- 


zine. A. D. 
Noy. 1813. 
C.....c0cee00, Dee. 1808. 
Rev. Srr, 


A creraste to your kind propo- 
sal, and request, 1 transmit for 
your’perusal these few lines, re- 
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Letter from a 


lative to my experience in reli- 
gion, and conversion thereto ; 
being very desirous of advice 
and instruction upon this all-im- 
portant subject, and prompted 
by the idea you suggested, that 
by thus complying with your re- 
quest, you would be better able 
to judge, and form an opinion of 
what advice, proper to give. 

Relying on your goodness to 
pardon my many imperfections, 
in my way of writing, and to 
correct all errors and mistakes ; 
and by thus submitting to your 
better judgment, hope it will be 
of service to my improvement 
in the knowledge of divine things. 
and thereby conducive to my 
happiness here, and hereafter, 
which induceth me to make the 
attempt, although in a very im- 
perfect manner. 

From my earliest age. I en- 


deavored to lead a moral life,’ 


being often taught that God 
would punish sinners, but did 
not think that I should suffer 
for the few offences, of which I 
hid been guilty. But, notwith- 
standing, the thoughts of death 
were very irksome, and frequent- 
ly troubled and affected me very 
much ; particularly, at one time, 
several years since, being on a 
visit at Lebanon ; there was at 
that time some attention to re- 
ligion in that place—on attend- 
ing a religious conference, they 
appeared very solemn and at- 
tentive, which very much affect- 
ed me; but more particularly 
in reading the accounts of the 
memoirs, published in the Evan- 
gelical Magazine, consisting of a 
short sketch of their lives spent 
in the religious duties and ser- 
vices, together with the happi- 
ness they experienced at death. 
in the comforts and consolations 
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of religion ; producing in them 
an entire resignation to the will 
of God, in the hope of the pro- 
mises and joys offered them in 
the gospel, through the merits of 
the Redeemer, met triumphant 
their last euemy, eveu death, 
spoken of in scripture, as the 
King of terrors. Methought it 
very desirable to die such a 
death, and wit! Balaam desired 
to die “the death of the rigit- 
eous, that my last end might be 
like his ;” and even wondered 
how it was they obtained such 
Clear and lively hopes of pardon 
and acceptance with God in the 
enjoyment of endless felicity.— 
But observing the hopes they en- 
tertained were produced by ex- 
ercising faith inthe Lord Jesus 
Christ, through a belief of the 
promises of God in him ; think- 
ing that I believed the scrip- 
ftures, of course believed in 
Christ, not insensible however, 
of my want of those lively af- 
fections of love and joy in God, 
thought something must be done 
further, in order to attain to 
such a happy temper of mind: 
thought of the duty of prayer, 
which I had never done except- 
ing in using a form as a little 
child : but, indeed, I knew not 
how to pray, nor what to pray 
for as I ought; but, however, 
prayed that God would be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner ; but fearing 
that it did not proceed from my 
heart in sincerity, and thinking 
that I had not been guilty of any 
sin worthy of everlasting pun- 
ishment, and that I had avoided 
many sins which [ saw in others; 
consequently, fancied myself a 
favorite of heaven, of course, 
nothing to fear. And thus I con- 
tinued, for some time, negiect- 
ing to pray, for fear that_I should 
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not perform it in an acceptable; posed. Indeed, I could not 
manner, aud trusting ina were | make much of a reply, except- 





speculative belief of the scrip- 
tures, thinking that such cases 
as the above recorded in the 
Magazine were very rare, aud 
seldom to be found, even ‘A 





ing that I had thougit of it, and 
considered it necessary, and ve- 
ry desirable. But it was not 
very pleasing to me, being sensi- 
ble that I was not in the happy 


mougst the professed Christiaus: | possession of it; but liked to 
but hoped however, that by | hear it conversed upon in gene- 
coutinuing in the belief of the | ral terms. [aving no convic- 
scriptures, and by observing a tion ol sin, I could not view my- 
due respect to ail tbe command- | self in a state of condemuation. 
meuts of God, I should at least, | But considering, that | had en- 
feel willing and resigued to death, | tertained such like pre-couceiv- 
whenever it should please the ed ideas long enough, tat they 
disposerof all events to call me to | had proved very uusatisfactory, 





he exchange of worlds. And,|:ke- 
wise, at another time, preceding 
this, my mind was a good deal 
affected upon hearing you, Sir, 
preach one evening, from these 
words—* As the heart panteth 
aller the w ater-brook, so panteth 
my soul alter thee, O God !"— 
But having uo steady preaching 
here in this place, and there be- 
ing no special attention here, at 
least tomy knowledge, and not 
liking to dwell long on so gloo- 
my a subject as death, my for- 
mer impressions were soon ob- 


therelore felt resolved to peise- 
vere this ouce for ail, and give 
no further heed to them ; if pos- 
sible to obtain that religion 
whereby I could feel willing and 
resigned to death; reflecting up- 
ou the uncertainty of life, and 
the certainty of death, con- 
sequently, the necessity of being 
iunmediatcly prepared, and the 
happiness resulting from such a 
preparation, exemplified in the 
characters above mentioned.— 
But votwithstanding my reso- 
lution, [ found my heart was no 





literated, and produced no Jast- 


jess opposed, nor my aversion to 





ing effects. ‘hus, in the man- | the work in the least diminish- 
ner above stated, I continued | ed. Kinding the obstacics in the 
some time, for the most part,| way so many and the work so 
tolerably easy, until this spring great, that I needed the divine 
and summer, in the year 1808; | assistance which led me to im- 
at the time of the awakening up , plore the divine interposition in 
town, my attention was quile ex- | these words, “ Tura thou me, 
cited in hearing you converse | and I shall be turned ;” and 
upon the awakenings aud reform- | likewise, for my encouragement 
ation there, and in other places ; | meditated upon these promises in 
and likewise, by your apparent | the sacred scriptures, “draw near 
happiness in religion ; but more | to God, and he will draw pear 
pirticularly, by your questioning | to you ; seek and ye shall find, 
me personaliy upon the subject, | Knock and it shall be opened 
with respect to my own mind; | unto you; for he that seeketh 
which very much embarrassed | findeth, and to him that knock- 
me ; it being the first time that | eth, it shall be opened ; for he 
T ever had such a question pro- | hath not said to the seca of Ja- 
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cob, seek ye my face in-vain.” him. I glorified him not as God,” 
Considering that in order to ex- | being unthankful. Having such 
pect, or meet with a blessing, I}a sense of my ingratitude to 


must be in the use of II the ap- 
pointed means of acquiring know- 
ledge and grace; therefore was 


God, resolved to live a better 
life, more prayerful, thoughtful, 
and thankful to him for the fu- 





resolved to give my mind whol-| ture ; and to devote the remain- 
ly to reading the scriptures and | der of my spared life to his ser- 
other pious books, and likewise | vice ; and to love him agreeable 
to the duty of self-examination, | to the first command of all, 
and to reform, in whatever I) which is * thou shalt love the 


found amiss, and to attend upon 
the word preached and to hear 
as for my life ; reflecting how 
often I had attended upon the 
public worship of God, and heard 


as though [ heard not, with lit- | 


tle or no concern ; thinking that 
it applied to some other one, 
and even, when professedly join- 
ing with the people of God, in 
prayer, my heart had been far 
from him ; that truly I had been 
of that class spoken of in scrip- 
ture, who drew near to God 
with their mouth, and honored 
him with their lips, while, in- 
deed, their heart was far from 
him ; and that God seeth not as 
man seeth ; man looketh at the 
outward appearance, but God 
searcheth the heart. And like- 
wise, reflecting upon the good- 
ness of God, and upon the ma- 
ny mercies which I had receiv- 
ed, particalarly the comfortable 
measure of health that I had 
been favored with, and a com- 
petency of the necessaries of 
life, and the enjoyment of kind 
friends ; and reflecting how lit- 
tle T had thought of Him, from 
whom I had received so many 
greit and numberless favors. and 
mercies ; and, from whom com- 
eth down every good and _per- 
fect gift; that he had not heen 
in’ all my thoughts, that truly 
I had lived without God in the 
world, and that “ whea [ kaew 


Lord thy God, with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, 
| and with all thy mind, and with 
(all thy strength ;” considering 
| how reasonable, right and just 
it was, that God should make 
such a requirement of his ra- 
tional creatures. Thus going a- 
bout to establish my own right- 
eousness ; and hoped by thus 
repenting, reforming, and contin- 
i uing, I should feel willing to die. 
But notwithstanding all my en- 
deavors after perfect obedience, 
found by experience that I came 
short in all the duties; that while 
| attending upon the word preach- 
‘ed, particularly when joining in 
prayer, was very much troubled 
with wandering thoughts, and 
knew not what to do; I strove a- 
gainst them, but in vain, wholly 
to exlirpate them for any length 
of time ; for, before I was aware, 
the first thing I knew, my 
thoughts, like the fool’s cye, 
would be to the ends of the 
earth. Thus perplexed, I Knew 
not what to do, for alas! I could 
no further go ; for T had sought 
and strove, but found not, 
knocked but it had not been 
opened ; rothing. however, bul 
thick darkness spread over my 
'mind, and TI had endeavor- 
ed to draw near unto him in 
his appointed means, but stiil 
found myself no neerer. but far- 
| ther off, and had endecavered to 
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love and serve him with all my 
heart, and agreeable to the di- 
Vine requirement, but still he 
appeared not to regard me. 

But reflecting, that I was har- 
boring hard thoughts of God, 
and that must be very, very un- 
just, as well as dangerous, there- 
fore, endeavored to extirpate 
them by considering, that possi- 
bly [ had asked amiss, or, that 
my motives were not good ; and 
if so, that God saw it fit not to 
auswer them ; of course the fault 
must be in me, as I had found 
that had been the case, hereto- 
fore.— Near this time, I heard 
you preach one evening lecture 
fromm Jonah ii. 4.—Then I said 
T am cast out of thy sight, yet I 
will look again towards thy ho- 
ly temple.”—\Which text, and 
discourse I thought very appli- 
cable to my case, and though 
like Jonah, seemingly cast from 
his presence, yet I would look 
agam, towards his holy temple ; 
and persevere in the use of all 
means, and patiently wait upon 
God for a blessing, in the light 
of his countenance; and me- 
thought took more satisfaction 
in the things of religion, than in 
any thing of a worldly nature ; 
and did not wish to hear any 
thing conversed upon but reli- 
gion; and, even wondered why 
Christians did not talk more up- 
on the subject, and particularly 
to me; but thought it just e- 
nough that [ should be deprived 
of that, which heretofore, had 
been so disagreeable to me; like- 
wise felt very desirous that eve- 
ry body should pray for me ; for 
indeed, [I could not pray myself, 
but sought every opportunity of 
joining with others, and several 
times, almost prevailed on to ask 
for your prayers, but through 
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diffidejce, was deterred; and 
took great satisfaction in having 
you attend the singing-schools, 
and to conclude with a prayer, 
and thought it far the best part ; 
and even wondered how they 
could laugh and appear so merry 
after singing such striking words, 
and hearing such solemn pray- 
ers. 
Truly, my mind was very in- 
tent upon serious subjects; I 
wished to be reading constant- 
ly, the scriptures particularly, 
the psalms of David, the most 
devotional part of them, togeth- 
er with Dr. Watts’ psalms and 
hymns, particularly, the 10st, 
entitled, ‘* Repentance from a 
sense of divine goodness, or 2 
complaint of ingratitude.” 


“* Ts this the kind return, 

Are these the thanks we owe, 
Thus to abuse eternal love 
Whence all our blessings flow !”"— 


And likewise the 47th, Hymn— 
“ Praise for the blessings of Pro- 
vidence and Grace.” 


“ Almighty Father, Gracious Lord, 
Kind Guardian of my days, 

[hy mercies, let my heart record 
In songs of grateful praise.” — 


And the 49th—entitled “ In- 
dwelling sin lamented.” 


* With tears of anguish, I lament, 
Here at thy feet, my God 

My passion, pride, and discontent, 
And vile ingratitude. 


Sure there was ne’er a heart so base 
So false as mine has been ; 

So faithless to its promises, 
So prone to every sin! 


Break, sovereign grace, O break the 
charm, 
And set the captive free: 
Reveal, Almighty God, thine arm, 
And haste to rescue me.” 


{I selected these, and commit: 
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ted them to memory to repeat 
in my leisure moments of retire- 
ment, as Corresponding with my 
feelings, and the language of my 
heart. But, notwithstanding, 
the thoughts of death were irk- 
some, and even wondered why 
it was thus with me, that while 
I took so much satistaction in 
religious services, that I felt no 
more willingness to die, than 
I usually had done before :— 
and still wondered how it was 
that they obtained such lively 
hopes; that being the mark 
which I had set to try myself 
by, resolved to pursue the prize, 
and not to content myself with 
any thing short of that, if possi- 
ble to be obtained. In the 
mean time Doct. L. gave mé an 
invitation to attend an evening 
lecture up town sometime in Oc- 
tober, which I very thankfully 
accepted, in hopes that it would 
be a mean of affording me some 
light upon that all-important and 
interesting subject, which, in 
some degree, had the desired ef- 
fect. Hearing a sermon preach- 
ed from these words, by Mr. H. 
* Peace I leave with you, peace 
I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you,” 
éic.; together with conversing 
upon the subject, very much 
affected me, and produced in my 
mind a strong desire after recon- 
ciliation and peace with God, 
as the only thing conducive to 
niy happiness here, and hereaf- 
ter: and even thought, if 1 was 
in possession of the whole world, 
it would afford me no satisfac- 
tion, without peace with God ; 
and with the latter, I could be 
happy without the former. if 
ever so adverse: which led me 
to implore reconciliation with 
God, iu the words of the Psalm- 
Von. VI. No. 12. 
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ist;—that God would be pleased 
to lift upon me the light of his 
countenance, whereby I could 
obtain true peace of mind.— Af- 
ter retiring, took up the holy 
Bible to find the text, in order 
to read the context, in hopes to 
find some word to comiort my 
troubled heart and distressed 
wind : but failed in the attempt, 
the text being mentioned before 
I got there ; and I could not 
recollect in which of the Evan- 
gelists it was coutained ; there- 
fore, thought I would turn to 
some portion of the Old Testa- 
ment, and opened to Isaiah ; 
and looking along, cast my eye 
upon the 40th chapter. and read 
as follows: ** Comfort ve, com- 
fort ye, my people, saith your 
God; speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and cry unto her that 
her warfare is accomplished, tha’ 
her iniquity is pardoned,” &c.— 
Truly, it was a word in season : 
never before did I read with so 
much delight; indeed, I had 
not read but very few verses, be- 
fore every word appeared to be 
full of divine beauty ; and thus 
I continued to read a number of 
chapters by course, which led 
me to meditate upon the being 
of God, and upon his divine attri- 
butes, as the supreme Governor 
of the world, and to rejoice with 
the Psalmist in his government, 
and to adopt the words; “ The 
Lord reigveth, let the earth re- 
joice, let the multitude of the 
isles be glad thereof; though 
clouds and darkness are round 
about him, yet righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of 
his throne,”—aud ta rejoice that 
there was such a Being that 
would judge the world in right- 
eousness, and to delight i. tie 
law of God after the inner man; 
Li! 
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which caused me to view, with 
astonishinent, my past ingrati- 
tude, and rebellion against God : 
reflecting that 1 had been all 
that time quarreling against him, 
‘and, at the same time, imagining 
that [ loved him, and did his 
service, and kept his command- 
ments, when quite the reverse : 
that, truly, the heart was “ de- 
ceittul above all things, and des- 
perately wicked :” that I had 
been “ hewing out to myself cis- 


terns, broken cisterns. that could | 


hold no water :”’—that it was 
not owing to any goodness in me, 
or that my heart was any better 
than others, that I had not been 
guilly of gross immoralities ; 
but to the kind care of provi- 
dence, or his restraining grace:— 
that it was he that had made 
me to differ, in that respect ; but 
that I was “achild of wrath, 
even as others ;” and that the 
carnal mind is enmity against 
God, is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be, (as 
saith the inspired apostle):—that 
Thad been contending with the 
justice of God, in condemning 
me, thinking that I had not 
been guilty of any sin worthy of 
everlasting punishment: but now 
I could view myself unworthy of 
the least of his mercies; and 
that God would be perfectly just, 
in punishing me to all eternity, 
and that he would be glorified 
in so doing ; and that it was of 
his mercies, that I had not been 
consumed ; because his compas- 
sion failed not that I had not 
been cut down as a cumberer of 
the ground ; and to admire at 
the long-suffering of God. I had 
nothing to plead, but for mercy, 
and with the publican, to smite 
on my breast, and cry, God be 
merciful to me, a sinner, a great 
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sinner, amt even the chief of 
sinuers, aud to loath and abhor 
myself on account of sim. In. 
deed my sense of sin, and load 
of guilt was so great, that it a 
peared to me, that I could not 
long have existed under them, 
if these texts of scripture had 
not been brought to my mind, 
and received by faith :—that 
Christ died for sinners. the chief 
of sinners, and even for such an 
one as I was:—that “ he was 
the way, the truth and the life, 
and that no man cometh to the 
Father, but by him :”-——whem 
having not seen I loved, and 
who, though now I see him not, 
yet in him I would rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
and say with good Simeon of old, 
in the words of the poet— 


* Now let me die like Simeon, 
With Christ in my arms :”>— 


and that well might the Chris- 
tians rejgice, in the near views 
of the dissolution of the body, 
with the hope of their soul’s be- 
ing uniled to Christ beyord the 
grave, never to be separated from 
his delighttul presence to all 
eternity :—that truly, there was 
enough in him to make even 
death desirable ; and that if it 
waa the will of God to call me 
hence, to be here no more, that 
I could feel willing and resigned, 
and even could rejoice in such 
anevent. Then, it pleased God 
to grant me the utmost of my 
desires, and even more than I 
wished, or even thought of, and 
at a time when I least expected 
it,—viewing myself utterly un- 
worthy of such a manifestation 
of his abundant mercy, and even 
ofthe least. Then did my heart 
arise with incessant thanksgiving 
and praise to God, and wished 
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every body to assist me inthe: Thus, I continued for three or 
delightful employment ; and to four days successively, constant- 
call upon my soul, and all my ' ly in the exercise of such like 
powers, together with the whole aspirations of thanksgiving and 
creation, to help me to praise the | praise. ‘The Sabbath following 
Lord : for indeed, I could not be; heard you preach from these 
thankful enough that I had not | words : “ If the ministration of 
been left to take up with nothing ; condemnation be glory, how 
short of Christ; and to view} much more doth the ministra- 
the hand of God in all the work, | tion of righteousness exceed in 
and to give all the glory to the | glory !’—Truly, methought I 
triune God, Father, Son, and} had found the ministration of 
Holy Ghost. And with the | condemmation to be glorious, and 
Psalmist in these words—“ Bless | the ministration of righteousness 
the Lord, O my soul, and all} far exceed in glory. It wasa 
that is within me, bless his holy | most delightful aud interesting 
name: bless the Lord, O my | subject to me; never before did 
soul, and forget not all his bene- | T enjoy sach a Sabbath ; truly, 
fits ; who forgiveth all thine in-| it was a day, the best of tie 
iquilies ! O give thanks unto the | seven,—and a day spent in the 
Lord, for he is good, for his mer- | house of God, in such a manner, 
cy endureth for ever :” and that | better, far better, “ than a thous 
text had been verified in me, as , sand elsewhere.” . 

one that stood a living monu- Truly, the ways of religion 
ment of God’s forbearance and | are ways of pleasantuess, and all 
long-suffering !—* Oh, that men | her paths are peace: for the fa- 
would praise the Lord for his! vor of God is life, and his-loving- 
goo%ness, and for his wonderful | kindness better than life. 

werks to the children of men.” 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


An Address to the Christian Pub- shall lay before the reader, with 
lic on the Subject of Missions to | great satisfaction, some of the facts 
the Heathen, and Translations | and reasons, on which our attach- 
of the Scriptures: ment to this cause is founded, and 

which, we are sure, will not fail to 

. commend themselves to every en- 

Tx behalf of the American | jightened conscience, and to make 

Board of Commissioners for For- | an impression on every pious heart. 

eign Missions, the subscribers, a} The cause itself is transcendently 

committee for the purpose, beg | glorious, and ceserving of the warm- 
leave to solicit the attention of the , est approbation of all men, howev- 

Christian public to the cause in| er imperfectly, or feebly, we ma 

which the rd is engaged, and |} state its claims. To doubt, or hesi- 

for the promotion of which it was | tate, in regard to the urgency of 
originally instituted, and has been | these claims, and the duty of keep- 
since incorporated. We are not | ing them habitually in view, would 
backward to state, at the com- | be equally repugnant to our feelings, 
Hiéncement of this address, that we | and Fishonorable to our profession as 
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Christians. «an it be a matter of 
dou)t, or of indifference, to any man. 
who has the scriptures in his hands, 
and |14s profited by perusing .hem, 
wheter Christianity is to become, 
at sone future day, the religion of 
all nankind? whether its transt rm- 
ing »»-ver is universally to influence 
the hearts and -he lives of men? 
wheter the word of God is to De 
real, ‘inderstool, and obeved, by 
the sitions iow sunk tn idolatry and 
ignorance >—--vhether this rand 
emsrn nation is to be effectet by 
the neins which nen «re voluntari- 
ly ‘o supply ?—or whether there is 
ani:nperions necessity that Chris- 
tiay. ~noall zealously co-operate in 
this reeat work of the L rd ? 

The viect of the Board ts one— 
the promuization of Christianity a- 
m one the heathen. Uhe means, >; 
which this »'ject is designed to 'e 
eff-ct-d, are of i wokinds:—the pub- 
El lication and distri ution of the Scrip- 
tures in the different 'anguages of 
the notions; and the support of 
fai hfil missionaries to explain, ex- 
enlify, and impress on the mind, 
the zreat traths which the Scriptures 
contain. 

In regard to the distribution of the 
Scriptures, the oard is in fact, 
thongh not inname, a ForEIGN BI- 
BLE SocreTy; and. under this as- 
pect, we earnestly request that its 
advantages mav be considered by all, 
who would jovfally place the bible in 
the hands of pagans Confined in 
its operations to no part of the globe 
in exclusion of other parts, the 
By rl can extend the sovereign balm 
wh-rever there are spiritual mala- 
dies tr he healed ; enjoying the ben- 
efit of established plans of corres- 
pontence and co-operation, the re- 
sult of its proceedings can be More 
i pro npt, than could therwise he ex- 
i pected ; and having its attention 
lone Sxed on the most promising 
fields of exertion, its agents will ac- 
quire a facility of action, which can 
never be anplied to single, insulated, 
and sudden efforts. Through the in- 
strnmentality of the Board, every 
chxritable person, however retired 
or shscure, has it in his power to 
send the bible tothose verv heathens 
than -hom pone of the human race 
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there are peculiar encouragements 
to bestow it. A known, regular, un- 
iiterrupted channel will be kept o- 
pen, (with the blessing of Provi- 
dence,) through which the streams 
of American beneficence may flow 
into the centre of the pagan world, 
and contribute to fertilize regions 
which have long been dreary and 
‘yarren of all moral good. And shall 
not these streams increase, till they 
form a mighty river, flowing with a 
steady and resistless current, and 
hearing on its bosom the immortal 
hopes of restored Jews, and the im- 
perishable riches of converted Gen- 
tiles ? ‘Vill not many of our country- 
men esteem it a high privilege, that 
their contributions, at whatever sea- 
son bestowed, may in a few months 
and without care or trouble to them- 
selves, be so applied, even in the re- 
te eastern hemisphere, as to com- 
mence a series of good effects, 
which shall never end, and the num- 
her and magnitude of which no hu- 
man powerscan calculate? A single 
didle given to a Hindoo, or a Cevlo- 
nese, may be the means of enlight- 
ening a family, of arousing the atten- 
tion of a neighborhood. of withdraw- 
ing a multitude from Idolatry, lead- 
ing then to procure the Scriptures 
for themselves, and turning them 
from darkness to light and from the 
power of satan to the living God. 

It is a fact hichlv gratifying to the 
Board, that the liberality of Chris- 
tians has devolved on them the duty 
of remitting, in the course of the vear 
past, hills of exchange to the amount 
of about eight hundred and sixty 
founds sterling, to aid in the trans- 
lation and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures in Asia; a sum which will pro- 
duce as much in India, according to 
the present rates of exchange from 
London to Calcutta, as would be 
produced by remitting four thousand 
dollars in specie, after deductin 
from that sum the peace rates o 
freight and insurance. Though it is 
a pleasing reflection, that some part 
of this money may even now have 
been expended, and contributed to 
supply the spiritual wants of num- 

rs, vet we are not to forget, that a 
few thousand Bibles cannot suffice 





can need it more, and on whom 
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for many millions of inhabitants; 
that the demand for the word of God 
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will be more urgent, the more a 
knowledge of it is disseminated, and 
that the united efforts of all Chris- 
tians, in all parts af the world, are 
demanded, and will be demanded 
for many years to come, in this sin- 
gle branch of charity. 

. We might state a multitude of 
facts, all tending to prove, that the 
encouragement to distribute the 
Scriptures in Asia is continually in- 
creasing. From the journal kept by 


of 1811, he found great numbers of 
persons, who heard him with atten- 
tion when he preached, and were 
very anxious to receive from him co- 
pies of the Scriptures. In stating 
his labors on a particular Lord’s day, 
he says, “‘some sat down with me 
for two hours at a time, reading the 
New Testament and hearing it ex- 
pliined. Others earnestly intreated 
for a New Testament, or a tract; 
and when they had obtained their 
request seemed as glad as if they 
had gained some rich prize.” ‘ At 
Bhudruka, as well as in the way to 
it,”’ says the same writer, “I preach- 
ed Jesus to multitudes. The people 
seemed so eager for books, that I 
think I could have distributed a 
thousand if I had had them.” On 
a subsequent day, he writes thus: 
*¢] sat from 12 o’clock till seven in 
the evening, reading and explaining 
the word of God. ave away ma- 
ny tracts; also two Testaments to 
two very sensible Ooriyas,[ i. e. na- 
tives of Orissa,] one of whom ap- 
peared very serious and attentive, 
and after I had departed to my 
lodgings, came and inquired very 
particularly about the way of salva- 
tion” 

Two other missionaries write 
thus: ‘The poor heathen are much 
surprised to hear the gracious news 
of eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. You would admire to see 
with what gladness they accept the 
Orissa Testaments at our hands.— 
They sav they never thought the Fi- 
ringees* had such a good book ! We 


* That is, the unclean; @ name 
iven by them to all who were with- 
vul cust.” 
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have distributed a considerable num- 
ber of Testaments in the country, 
and have had the pleasure of send- 
ing one to Pooree, and the Brahmans 
of Jugunnath [Juggernaut] received 
itgladly. “Vhey wanted to pav for 
it, but we strictly charged the bearer 
to present it without taking any 
thing for it.” ¢ 

Important, however, as the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures among 


Peter, a native missionary of the’ the heathen, in their own langua- 
on tg _ ges, is held to be ‘ } 
cross, it appears, that throughout a |? n by us, and by the 


Jong journey in Orissa, a part of | 


Hindostan, performed in the Autumn | ing of the Gospel in every part of 


Christian public generally, it should 
never be forgotten, that the freach- 


the earth, is indispensable to the 
general conversion of mankind.— 
‘Though the Scriptures alone have, 
in many individual cases, been made 
the instrument of regeneration, yet 
we have ne account of any very €x- 
tensive diffusion of Christianity, 
unless where the truths of the 
Scriptures have been preached — 
Were the heathen generails to re- 
Ceive the Scriptures, and anxious to 
learn divine truth, they would, like 
the Ethiopian eunuch, apply for in- 
struction to those who hav becn pre- 
viously acquainted with the same 
Scriptures ; and when asked if they 
understood what they had read, 
would reply,How can we, excefit 
some man should guide us ? ‘The 
distribution of the Bible excites in- 
quiry, and often leads those who re- 
ceive that precious book to attend 
public worship in the sanctuary ;but 
the preaching of the Gospel is, af- 
ter ail. the grand mean appointed 
by Infinite Wisdom fer the conver- 
sion and salvation of men. With- 
out this, the Scriptures, however 
liberally distributed, wiil have com- 
paratively little effect among any 
people, whether pagan or nominally 
Christian. This assertion is not on- 
ly approved by reason, but abund- 
antly confirmed by the history of the 
Church, and the express declar- 
ation of God’s word. Whosoever, 
says the great apostle tothe Gen- 
tiles, shall call ufion the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. How then 
shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed ? and how shall 
they believe hin of whom they have 
not heard ? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher ? and how shall 
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they fireach except they be sent ? 
j.e. how shall they proclaim the 
Gospel to the heathen, or the Jews, 
unless they go as missionaries ? And, 
as if to show that the circulation of 
the Scriptures, and the preaching of 
the Gospel, should go hand in hand, 
the apostle comes to this conclusion: 
So, then, faith cometh by hearing, 
and heariny by the word of God.— 
‘fhecountries, in which heathenism 
now prevails, will doubtless be able 
to furnish themselves with preach- 
ers, after Christianity shall have 
made extensive progress in them ; 
but at the commencement of the 
Gospel dispensation to those who 
are entirely ignorant of it, they must 
for many years receive preachers 
from Christian nations. 

So far as the Board has been en- 
gaged inthe attempt to establish 
Missions, some unexpected impedi- 
ments have been thrown tn the way. 
It has been ascertained, however, 
that Ceylon is open to our cxertions ; 
and ‘his is certainly one of the most 
promising fields in the world for 
missionary enterprise. At the Isle 
of France, also, a useful station 
might be fixed ; and hopes are en- 
tertained, that a door will be open- 
ed for the preachers of the Guspel, 
in the populous regions near Surat 
and Bombay It may also be rea- 
sonably hoped and believed, that 
the missionaries, who remain in the 
service of the Board, will be impro- 
ved, and rendered more fit for emi- 
nent usefulness, by the trials which 
they have experienced. So far as 
can be judged from their letters, the 
painful dispensations to which we re- 
fer have added to their patience, 
fortitude, and humility, and haye 
attached them more strongly to the 
cause which they have espoused. 

Disappointments in the great work 
of evangelizing the world are to be 
expected ; but they should never 
dishearten us, nor cause us to inter- 
rit our labors ; nor should they in- 
duce us to relinquish a particular 
object, unless they are of a decisive 
character, or have been many times 
repeated. Christians have been rea- 
dy to faint and grow weary under 
discouragements, in almost all ages 
of the Church. They would do well 
to take lessons on this subject from 
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the men of the world. Does the loss 
of one ship, or a whole convoy, de- 
ter enterprising merchants from en- 
tering on a new commerce, which 
promises, sc far as probability is re- 
garded, to become lucrative and 
successful¢ Do our farmers aban- 
don fields, which had been prepared 
for cultivation with great labor, 
merely because the first crop has 
not answered their most sanguine 
expectations ? the Christian should 
feel persuaded, that though a single 
attempt, or even a series of attempts, 
to send the Gospel to the heathen 
should fail ; vet not only the experi- 
ence of the Church from the first 
promulgation of Christianity to the 
present time, but the express pro- 
mises of God in relatinn to the times 
still future, afford the strongest en- 
couragement to persevering labors 
in this cause. 

Some persons speak of missions, 
as though they were a new thing in 
the worid ; or at ieast as though they 
had never done much good to man- 
kind. These persons forget, that 
Christianity has always been ex- 
tended by missions, wherever it has 
been extended at all, with the ex- 
ception of what has been done in 
this way by colonization. ‘Thev for- 
get that all Murope, and large por- 
tons of Asia and Africa, have been 
converted to Christianity by mis- 
sions ; that the primitive preachers 
of Christianity were almost all mis- 
sionaries ; that the disciples who 
composed our Lord’s household. to 
whom Matthias and Paul were sub- 
sequently added, were named mis- 
sionaries, and have been gloriously 
distinguished in all ing ages, 
as the missionaries of Jesus Christ. 
They seem ignorant that the word 
afiostle, introduced into our langua 
from the Greek, is precisely of the 
same meaning as our word mission- 
ary ; and that learned divines have 
regretted, that the word was not 
translated instead of being thus in- 
troduced. They forget that our an- 
cestors in Britain were wretched 
idolaters, offering human sacrifices, 
and clinging to the most degrading 
superstitions, till they were deliver- 
ed from their miserable bondage by 
the instrumentality of missionaries. 
If such mighty transformations were 
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wrought by the labors of missiona- 
ries, when printing was unknown, 
and there was but little intercourse 
between nations ; when most bar- 
barous nations were subdivided into 
a multitude of petty states, hostile to 
each other ; when science was in its 
infancy, and the restraints of law and 
order were but partially enjoyed ; 
when commerce had but just begun 
to produce its civilizing effects ;— 
how much more encouragement is 
there to proceed with vigor in the 
establishment and support of mis- 
sions, in these highiy favorable times, 
when the art of printing will enable 
us to muitiplv oe ot the Scrip- 
tures so as to supply the wants of ev- 
ery human being ; when commerce 
visits every part cf the worid ; when 
weaith is abundant. and the means 
of supporting distant expeditions of 
benevolence are easily supplied ; 
when the number of persons enga- 
ged in this good work is great and 
increasing ; and, above ail, when the 
day is not far distant, as we trust, in 
which the word of the Lord shall 
have free course, and its influence 
be felt from the rising to the setting 
sun. 

It is to be remembered, that when 
any great design is to be accomplish- 
ed tor the church and the world, 
God sees fit to try those, who are 
engaged in it, by many adverse oc- 
currences. ‘Through whata series of 
difficulties did Moses conduct the Is- 
raclites before they were Permitted to 
enter Canaan? Through what dis- 
heartening scenes were the immedi- 
ate disciples of our Lord called to 
pass, before and after his resurrec- 
tion ? How dark and misterious must 
it have appeared, that Paul, with 
his illustrious qualifications, should 
have spent so large a part of his 
life in prison, and in laboring with 
his own hands for a support ; and 
should have been so perpetually ex- 
posed to the rage and persecution 
of ungodly men ? In the time of the 
Reformation, also, how numerous 
were the difficulties to be encoun- 
tered,—and frequently how unex- 
pected,—before the truth could be 
preached with safety in a single na- 
tion in Europe ? How often did the 
nations, which had been partially 
reformed, relapse into Popery, and 
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re-kindle the flames of persecution ? 
WV hen our ancestors first came to 
this country, and sacrificed their 
ease and comfort to establish church- 
es in the wilderness, how many and 
various were their hardships ? How 
otten did they suffer under frowns of 
Providence, and how severely were 
their faith and hope tried ? Yet, in 
all these instances, God was pre- 
paring his people for success and 
prosperity. Soin most of the mod- 
ern attempts to send the Gospel to 
the heathen, the discouragements, 
which at first presented themselves, 
have been overcome by zeal and 
perseverance. If the Moravians had 
yielded to the discouragements, of 
which they experienced a great va- 
riety, they never could have had, as 
they now have, one hundred and 
fifty missionaries, some of them in 
the most inhospitable climates, and 
twenty thousand hopeful converts. 
It the Missionary Society in England 
had given over their labors, at the 
loss of the ship Duff, they never could 
have had, as they now have, mis- 
sionaries at twenty different stations; 
nor could they receive, as they now 
do, most gratifying intelligence of 
the progress made in communica- 
ting instruction, and of conversion 
from idols to Christ. If Zeingenbalg 
and his associates had been deterred 
by temporary hindrances, they could 
not have planted the Gospel more 
than a century ago, in southern In- 
dia ; nor ceuld a long succession of 
missionaries and pastors have min- 
istered to the churches, whose licht 
has shone in that region with double 
splendor, in contrast with the sur- 
rounding darkness. 

In estimating the success of mis- 
sionaries, we must regard the stage 
of the mission, the difficulties to 
met in the beginning, the value of 
an establishment among the heathen, 
and many other things, beside the 
number of converts made bv the 
personal exertions of the first labor- 
ers in a new field. The man who 
shall learn a new language, concili- 
ate the regard of even a tew natives 
to the cause in which he is employ- 
ed, add facilities to the acquisition 
of the laneuage, begin a translation 
of the Scriptures, and prepare the 
way for ethers te laber with greater 
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advantages may eventually, be the 


instrument of bringing more souls to | 


heaven, (though he should never be 

so happy as to see any fruit of his 

toil with his mortal eyes,) than the 

most honored servant of Christ im a 
Shrisuian Country. 

They who urge against missions 
to the neathen the small immediate 
success, which usually attends the 
first atieinpis ina new region, would 
do well to consider, that without be- 
ginning there Can be no progress,— 
Without a progress no ConsumMation. 
And shall there never be a begin- 
ning? Will Christians fold their 
hands, and leave the heathen to 
crope in Egyptian darkness, without 
an effort to enlighten them? Or, if 
this meiancholy determination is not 
allowed, when shiall the beginning be 
mate? Cana more favorable time to 
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and leathsome habits prevailed ; the 
love of Christ has been shed abroad 
in hearts, which had veen the resi- 
dence of stupidity, sin and guilt ; 
and the Christian graces and virtues 
have supplanted the selfish, malig- 
nant, and sensual passions and vi- 
ces. 

When Carey planned and entered 
upon a mission to Hindostan, about 
twenty years ago, he did not believe 
it credible, in his most sanguine 
moments, that his own eyes would 
ever witness such a progress us 
they have already witnessed. It ap- 
peared to him an object worthy of 
the most strenuous labors of a wiiole 
life to translate the New Testament 
into a single language ; an object, 
which, if he might hve to accom- 
plish it, would furnish ground of ev- 
erlasting gratitude «nd praise to. 


insutute new missions ever be ex- | Grod. What then must be his emo- 
pected ? If this tavorabie crisis, when | tions, to see translations now carry- 


the _nristian world is awake on the 
subject, should be su iered to pass a- | 


way unimproved, who Can ensure 
the return of another? But it will 
not pass away in this manner ; it has 
already been seized by muititudes 
who will not relinquish the object. 
in regard to many missions, the be- 
ginning is past; the progress is 
cheering beyond expectation or 
hope ; and a glorious consummation 
May be reasonadly anticipated. 

‘To those who allege, that little 
has been hitherto dune in the great 
work, it may be replied, that, in 
Thost instances, quiie as much has 
been done, as was expected by any 
man, Who considered the means 
employed. la some instances, more 
has deeri done, than the most enthu- 
siastic ventured to hope. Who would 
have dared to predict so salutary 
and speedy a change, as has been 
experienced at Bavian’s ioof and 
Bethelsdlorp in South Africa, by the 
wiid, ferocious, and besotted Caffres 
and iLottentots ? From a state of 
the most deploravle ignorance and 
bratism several handred families of 
these degraded people have been 
delivered by the preaching of the 
plain truths of tue Gospel. industry 
hastaken the place of vagrancy ; 
honesty the place of fraud and theft ; 
cleanliness and decency lave been 
introduccd where the most sordid 








}tant and satisfactory. 


ing on in ten languages, in an esta 
lishment of which he was the foun- 
der; to see the publication of the 
New Testament in several langua- 
ves, and a third edition of the whole 
Bible printing in one? What ought 
to be the emotions of Christians gen- 
erally, while beholding these things, 
and the kindred efforts of other in- 
dividuals and associates aiming at 
the same greatend? How anima- 
ting the thought that transiations of 
the Scriptures are commenced in 
thirty Asiatic languages? Though 
we have to lament the early death 
of a Leyden, and a Martyn, yet 
é . 

others wil be raised up to supply 
their places, and coniplete then be- 
nevolent designs. 

The progress which has been 
made in obtaining a knowledge of 
the religious character of the Asiat- 
ics aid of the necessary qualificas 
tions of a missionary ; in ascertain- 
ing the manner in which many Clas- 
ses of the heathen are disposed to 
treat Christian instructors ; and in 
establishing the fact, that the great 
doctrines of our holy religion pro- 
duce thcir proper benign effects, 
wherever preached in simplicity;— 
may be regarded as highly impor- 
‘Lhe most 
common and popular objections to 
missions are found to be utterly 
groundiess ; and the day seems tu 
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have nearly arrived, when, with all 
_ who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity, there shall be but one o- 
pinion on the practicability and du- 
ty of engaging in missionary enter- 
prises. 

Are we to reason, and act, as 
though all these advances were un- 
worthy of consideration ? Is the pro- 
gress already made to be accounted 
as nothing ? Is it nothing, that mis- 
sionaries are stationed in New Hol- 
land ; at many places in Hindostan ; 
in Ceylon ; at five or six places in 
Africa ; in Vartary; im South A- 
‘merica ; in Labrador and Green- 
land ; and in the islands of the Pa- 
cific ocean? Is it nothing, that such 
a man as Dr. Buchanan has trav- 
elled, and published the result of his 
researches, in order to show the pro- 
gress of Christianity in the east, and 
to press upon Christians the duty of 
activity in this great work? Is it no- 
thing, that the caverns of the Inquisi- 
tion at Goa have been thrown epen, 
and the wretched captives suffered 
to go free? and that this victory of 
religion over superstition has been a- 
chieved in consequence of the benev. 
olent atempts to extend the light of 
the Gospel to Asia? Is it nothing, 
that we are enabled, by intelligence 
received while we are writing, to 
celebrate the triumph of the friends 
of missions in the British Parliament ? 
a triumph which unbars India to the 
missionaries of the cross? Is it noth- 
ing, that the executive government 
of Great Britain is strongly in favor 
of communicating religious instruc- 
tion to sixty millions of Asiatic sub- 
jects? Isit nothing, that the voice of 
the English nation was raised, in the 
course of three mouths, to a loud- 
er note of intreaty in favor of send- 
ing Christianity to the east, than it 
had been raised for a century past, 
on any moral or political subject 
whatever, not accepting the abolition 
of the slave trade for which the na- 
tion struggled twenty years? Is it 
nothing, that nine huudred petitions 
loaded the tables of each House of 
Parliament, signed by near'y half a 
million of individuals.—a greater 
number than ever before offered pe- 
titions in their own hand-writing, for 
one common purpose, to any govern- 
ment on earth? Is it nothing, that 
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these petitions flocked together from 
every part of F.ngland, lreland and 
Scotland, as if moved by the same 
impuise ; that they were every 
where encouraged by the wise, the 
considerate, the benevolent, the pi- 
ous ; and that their success was ear- 
nestly desired by all classes of per- 
sons from tie prince to the peasant, 
from the learned divine to the amia~ 
ble child ? 
(Zo be continued.) 
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The Close of the Year. 


Turoven the mercy of a holyGod, 
we are drawing to the close of ano- 
ther year. Many of our acquaint- 
ance, and thousands of our tellow- 
men, who began the year with as 
favorable prospects of seeing its ter- 
mination as anv who now survive, 
have finished their earthly course, 
and have appeared at the bar of 
God. Great are the changes which 
the passing year has produced, some 
of which will be attended with con- 
ay lasting as eternity. 

‘he interesting events of the year, 
now bidding us adieu, may be view- 
ed in reference to ourselves, to our 
friends, to our feilow-men, and to the 
church of Ged. There are very few 
who can say, this year has not been 
productive of most important events 
to themselves, Such a portion of 
our season of probation, on which 
our immortal existence depends, is 
irrecoverably past. In the lives of 
all who enjoy the means of gospel 
instruction, there are, undoubtedly, 
certain points, on which turn their 
moral slametien: for all their future 
existence. Those who ever Close 
with Christ, who renounce their en- 
mity to him, for the love and service 
of holiness, do it at a certain time. 
Though the instances are few in 
which the mind can ascertain the 
precise moment of this interesting 
period ; yet there is such a time In 
the existence of every one, who 
from a course of steady departure 
from the divine Saviour, becomes a 
humble friend of the Lord Jesus. It 
is equally true that there are those 
Critical junctures in the lives of those 
who will be finally lost, which de 
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cide their eternal ruin. These event- 
ful periods of the immortal existence, 
it may not be very easy to point out, 
yet every attentive observer of his 
own character may determine some 
of them with a good degree of pre- 
cision. ‘They are times, when the 
mind vields to the power of temp- 
tation, while the conscience clearly 
secs the wrong and faitnfuliy remon- 
strates ; when the precepts of God 
are distinct!y contemplated, and that 
inclination which invites to a plain 
disobedience, is obeyed ; when the 
tender ins-ances of parental fidelity 
or gospel ministi ations, believed to 
be sanctioned by divine precept, and 
to flow from an affectionate tencer- 
ness, are disregarded ; when volun- 
tary vows,made in the faceot heaven, 
and made as a condition of receiv- 
ing providential blessings, are delib- 
eratcly neglected; when covenant 
engagements, in which every power 
of the soul has sworn fidelity, are 
voluntarily violated; when the mind 
has an awful sense of the immedi- 
ae presence of a holy, omniscient 
(sod, convinced of what would be 
pleasing to Him, vet taking the 
course of disobedience and trans- 
gression. Such events in the lives 
of the finally impenitent, will proba- 
bly be viewed hereafter, as the turn- 
ing points, on which the destinies of 
eternity are suspended, “he reason 
that they are such, Is, not cat pro- 
bation then absolutely closes, but 
that in consequence of such volunta- 
vv and deliberate engagements in 
the service of sin, the heart becomes 
hardened, the means of grace be- 


come inefficacious, the strivings of | 


the good Spirit of God with the con- 
science grow feeble, and ail the pas- 


sions of wickedness receive renewed | 
strength. The truth of God, flowing | 


through the irresistivle eioquence 
of Paul, brought the mind of the Ro- 
man governor to an awtul pause ; 
with trembling solemnity he resolved 
the question, shall llike Paul become 
disciple of Jesus, or continue in the 
yiduigence of sense and the service 
of sin? Helland heaven were before 
him. For the present, heaven must 
be disregarded. His eternal allot- 
ment, probably turned on that decis- 
ion.—Pilate saw his) Lord before 
him, his couscience assuerd him that 
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he was true, hisaspect was shrouded 
with divine glory, he informed him 
who he was, and ts governor was 
faitnfuily admonished of his danger ; 
vet the love of the world and the 
deceitful charms of sin, rushing up- 
on his mind with all their force, in- 
duced him to condemn his innocent 
prisoner and deliver him to death. 
‘The awful turn of his eternal char- 





acter was now arrived, and it was 
| soon Gecided.—L.vents equally inter- 
resting and transient, have deter- 
| mined the eternal moral standing of 
| characters of an opposite descrip- 
| tions Abraham is directed to offer 
| his son, the son of his ..spes, upon 
| the altar of sacrifice. All the feelings 
of a father and the hopes of the 
church plead a non-compliance. 
The divine command is uncondi- 
tional. ‘The Patriarch’s decision 
is made; he binds the victim. By 
myself have I sworn, saith Jeho- 
vuh, for because thou hast done tits 
thing, and hust not withheld thy 
son, thine only son; that in blessing 
I will bless thee——Some of the 
early martyrs were chained in an 
iron chain at Lyons and burned over 
a slow fire. With all the instru- 
ments of suffering before them, they 
were informed that if they would 
abjure Christianity, and sacrifice to 
the gods of the empire, they should 
be discharged. They could not but 
reflect that if they rejected Christ 
now, they might afterwards have 
opportunity for repentance. But 
thev saw that the period had arri- 
ved which should try their fidelity, 
in which they were called to witness 
for their Lord. ‘They advance to the 
conflict, and their names are noted 





on high. 

In view of these truths, it is deep- 
ly incumbent on every individual, in 
the review of any past period of hu- 
man life, particularly in the review 
of a closing year, solemnly to enquire 
whether he has passed any of these 
eventin) periods of his probationary 
state which may determine his eter- 
nal portion. ‘The present year has 
produced such events with many. 
Some have closed with Christ, and 
have taken him as their only Sav- 
jour. Some have performed those 





trying services of fidelity for him, 
whici dctermine their character for 
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eternity. Some, who yet live, have 
deliberately taken these courses of 
iniquity, which they wili hereafter 
contemplate as having fixed them in 
the broad road of endless destruc- 
tion. 

At the close of the year we may 
profitably reflect on the dealings of 
divine Providence with us in refer- 
ence to our friends. All human ties 
result from the divine appointment ; 
God knows their strength, and that 
theygovern all the tender movements 
of the heart. In the mercies and 
afflictions which he sends upon our 
near connexions, he is directing our 
minds to himself, he is calling upon 
us to contemplate his character, to 
consider the design of his dealings, 
an:l to be instructed by his voice.— 
The events of Providence are pecu- 
liarly calculated to illustrate the di- 
vine character, and they faithfully 
corroborate the testimonies of holy 
scripture concerning God. The 
same is our God, in whom we live, 
to whom we are to account for all 
moral conduct, by whose pleasure 
our future. being is to be appointed. 
In those events of his providence in 
which he comes near to us, he shows 
us the greatness of his mercy, his 
dispieasure at iaiquity, the terrible- 
ness of his justice, and the certainty 
of its execution. By all the persua- 
sives of his mercy he invites us to 
renounce sin and follow him ; by ail 
the terrors ef his justice he warns 
us of the fatal dangers of iniquity. 

As members of the whole human 
family, all of whom are ever under 


the guidance of heaven, we cannot } 


be indifferent to the events of divine 
Providence, with which they are 
deeply affected. We have seen the 
present year calling all Christian 
nations, the whole of what is usually 
denominated the civilized world, to 
the conflict of war. No independ- 
ent nation has been permitted to 
stand aloof from the scene. The 
conflict rages in all quarters of the 
globe, with an energy of strength 
never before witnessed, and with a 
ferocity apparently insatiable War 
in all its forms, is God’s sore judg- 
ment. Verily, the present is a dav 
of the divine vengeance ‘The 
name of God has long been forgo- 
ten, Christ Jesus ‘and his holy gospel 
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have been long neglected, the church 
has been hated and opposed, Zion 
has been despised. Israel’s Ged is 
awaking to the execution of his 
threatenings. The voice of those 
that were slain for the word of God, 
that have long cried under the al- 
tar, saying, How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, dost thou not judge 
and avenge our blood on them thar 
dwell on the earth? scems at length 
to have been heard. Have we not 
reason to fear the performance of 
the divine answer to the trembling 
prophet? Zhen said I, Lord, how 
long ? And he answered, Uniil the 
cities be wasted uithout inhabi‘ant, 
and the houses without man, and the 
lund be utterly desolate. 

‘These gloomy apprehensions are 
soothed by the recollection that the 
Church yet lives, and that Zion’s 
God is stillon the throne. While, 
in the present vear, we have seen 
infatuated miilions rushing on to the 
guiph opened by the sword of 
slaughter, we have also seen divine 
grace enlarging the church’s bor- 
ders, the Holy Spirit accompanying 
the truths of the gospei witha di- 
vine energy, and, by the efficacy of 
sovereign mercy, many immortal 
souls commencing the eternal song. 
We have seen Christians ceeply im- 
pressed with the necessity of con- 
veying the blessings of the gospel to 
the destitute, and of laboring and 
praying for their success. We have 
witnessed the extent of this impres- 
sion, and the unanimity of these ex- 
ertions, to a degree that compels 
us to ascribe the effect tothe inter- 
posing grace of God. Before the 
efforts of chedience and faith, the 
obstacles which timidity has long be- 
held to the dissemination of divine 
truth, surprisingly fall. Every ei- 
fort affords new encouragement to 
labor for God, and for the fulhiment 
of his . promises.—'These events are 
cheering indications that the day of 
the church’s travail is near its Close. 
We discover the dawn of its rest 
and prosperity. The mighty strug- 
gles of wickeduess are the struggies 
of despair ; for shortly it shall be 
trodden under the foct of its holy 
Conqueror, who died to redeem his 
peopie, who rose to protect and ruic 
them for ever in glory. N. 
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Man, depravity of, 248, 327, 364 
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Marshal, Rev. Joseph, death of, 160 

Marshman, Rev. Dr. ietter from, .74 

Mason, Kev. Elihu, mission of, 32 

Massachusetts Bible Society, 231 

Miss. soc. 314 

Matthews, Rev. Lastly, death of, zug 
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Memoirs of Rev. Josnua Belden, 429 
des. Joseph W. Cross- 
man, 51 
Rev. John Davenport, 15 
George Parsons, 109 
Rev. A. R. Robbins, 450 
Rev. Mr. Stone. 1l 
Rev WilliamTennent, 
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Merriman, Gen. James, death cf, 519 
Miils, Samuel J. letter from, 268 
mission of, 36, 268 
Ministers’ Annuity Society, 189 
unsettled, list of, S03 
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Foreign, 
London, 
Massachusetts, 
Missions, Narrative of, 
Mississippi Lible Society, 
territory, reiigion of, 271 
Monson, revival of religion in, 154, 
043 
Moral causes of national judg- 
ments, 179 
Morals, good, Society of, 250 
Moravian Missions, 197, 357 
Mothers, encouragement to ee 
Murdock, Rev. Jonathan, death : 
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Nelson, Hon. William, death of, 166 
New Connecticut, missions to, 27 
revival of re- 

ligion in, 102 

Newel, Rev. Abel, death of, 160 
Rev. Samuel, letters from, 
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Mrs. do. 235, 278, 356 

death of, 320, 351 

New England, history of, 11, 41, 81, 
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New Haven colony, settlement of, 17 
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Mass. Miss. Soc. 316 
R. 1. Bible Soc. 375 
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Ohio, religion of, 269 
Ordination of Rev. Eber L. Clark, 79 
Rev. Harvey Coe, 239 
Rev. Elisha Cush- 
man, 319 
Rev. Henry Dwight, 119 
Rev. J. H. Fowier, 457 
Rev. John Frost, 319 
Rev. Isaac Hurd, 79 
Rev. Amasa Loom- 
iS, 519 
Rev. Ansel Nash, 458 
Rev. H. M. Perine, 438 
Rev. Hip. Rowe, 319 
Orleans Bible Society, 272 
territory, religion of, 272 
Osgood, Rev. Thaddeus, letter 
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Oraheite, mission to, 
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Page, Rev. Thomas, death of, 240 
Palmer, George, do. 80 
Parker, Rev. James, mission of, 55 
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Parsons, George memoris of, 109 
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Perry, Hon. Freeman, death of, 440 
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Practice different from knowl- 

edge, 
Prayer, foundation of, 219 
Preaching of the gospel, 413 
Presbyterian General Assembly, 265 
Preston, Rev. John B. death of, 160 
Printing office, mission, burnt, 38 
Prisoners, French, S938 
Progress of Redemption, 210 
Promises of God will be fulfilled, 291 
Prudden, Rev. Nehemiah, ser- 
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Quakers’ yearly addresss, 


R 
a Major William, death 


: @) * 
Ralph, Rev. George, do. 
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portance of, 
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Reformation, importance of, 225 
Religion of the United States, 304 
state of, 265, 299 
Religious Intelligence, 36, 67, 100, 
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Repentance precedes faith, 331 
Report of the Trustees of Miss. 
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Resolutions of Rev. J.C. Lavater, 318 
Revealed purposes of God, 219 
Revival of religion in Homer, 73 
Litchfield, 239 
Monson, 154, 545 
New Con. 102 
Rhode-Isiand Bible Society, 875 
Rice, Rev. Luther, letters from, 100, 
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Riches, vanity of, 136 
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Robinson, Hon. Moses, death of, 
Rowe, Rev. Hip. ordination of, 
Rush, Dr. Benjamin, death of, 200 
Russell, Rev. John, do. 240 
Russia, view of, 6 
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Sabbath, institution of, 91 
Sagas, Pellet de, death of, 200 
Schermerhorn, John T’. mission of, 36 
Scofield, Dr. Samuel, death of, 320 
Scott, Rev. Abraham, mission cf, 29 

Hon. John, death of, 320 
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Scripture texts illustrated, viz. 
Ecclesiastes v.9—17, 156 
Luke xiii. 24, 281 
Philippians i. 12, 201 
Revelation xiv. 6,7, 401 
Scriptures, translation of, 274, 467 
ses nae Hon. Theodore, death ma 
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Serampore mission, 38, 274 
Sermons, missionary, 201, 401 
Seward, Rev. John, mission of, 30 
Slosson, Barzillai, Esq. death of, 80 
Smilie, Hon. John, do. 40 
Smith, William L. do. 40 
Southmayd, S. W. Esq. do. 160 
Spain, view of, 4 
Spencer, Rev. John, mission of, 34 
Spirit, Holy, indwelling of, 131 
Stanley, Oliver, Esq. death of, 120 
Stone, Rev. Mr. memoirs of, 11 
T 
Tartary, mission to, 159 
Tennent, Rev. Wm. memoirs of, 441 
Tennessee Bible Society, 270 
Religion of, 970 
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Tuller Rev. Martin, death of, 440 
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Understanding necessary to wor- 
ship God, — 369 
Union to Christ, 361 
United brethren, missions of, 197, 357 
States, religion of, 304 
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Van Harlingen, Rev. John M. 
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Vermont Academy, 
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Wales, Ebenezer, Esq. death of 160 
West, Benjamin, Esq. do. 360 
White, William A. do. 320 
Wilcox, Maj. Nathan, do. 240 
Willard, Rev. John, mission of, 55 
Williston, Rev. D. H. do. 55 
Witson, Alexander, deathof 360 
Wood, Gen. James, do. 320 
World, government of the, 172 
Worship, understanding, 369 
Wright, Rev. W. missionof 35 
Wyeth, Dr. Tappan, death of, 440 
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Year’s, new, address, 7 
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Young lady, letter from a, 460 


319 
136 
36, 71 
377 











